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Legislative Reform. | 
“Warrington,” in the Boston Journal, has recent- | 
ly criticized an article in the last number of the 
American Law Review, entitled ‘The Senatorial 
Term.” Thisarticle, which we suspect to be from 
the pen of Charles Francis Adams, Jr., though | 
written in a good spirit, and with an evident de-- 
sire to suggest an effective remedy for admitted , 
evils in our State legislation, is unfortunate in 
starting out with a wrong theory as to the cause 
of these, and is therefore fallacious in nearly all its 
argument, as “Warrington” conclusively shows. , 
Mr. Adams (if we are right in attributing the ar- 
ticle to him) traces the causes of long sessions 
and crude and extravagant legislation to the dif- | 
ference in the terms of service in the two branch- 
es, while the fact is, that one has about as much | 
to do with the other as had Tenterden steeple | 
with Goodwin sands, to use one of ‘‘ Warrington’s” 
own comparisons. This, as we have siid, “War- 
rington’’ demonstrates—and no man has been in 
a better position than he to note the facts which | 
he applies. As regards the charge of crude leg- ; 
islation, Massachusetts is very little open to this. | 
Most of the talk about it is clap:rap and humbug. | 
Her Legislatures scrutinize bills carefully, and | 
make very few laws of which any worse can be) 
said than that they are surplusage. The ex-| 
ceptions are almost entirely of the kind that | 
comes from the tendency to over-legislate and in- 
termeddle with matters that had better be left to, 
take care of themselves. There has been extrav-, 
avance at the State House—as where has there | 
not? In nothing have legislators more faithfully 
reflected the practices of their constituents than 
in this. The length of the sessions, however, is 
much less defensible. ‘‘Warrington”’ says on this 
point :— 

I suppose the secret of the long sessions of the 
Legislature for the last six or seven years lies in 
the repeal of the salary bill and the increased com- 
pensation of the members, paid as they now are | 
by the day; and in the fact that the enlarged 
profits in business and the learned professions 
keep many able men out of the Senate and House 
who ought to be willing to go there,and who 
would easily get elected if they were willing to 
serve. 

We are more inclined to agree with him in his | 
first reason than in his last. If the sessions were 
shorter, there would be more crude legislation 
than there now is. Members, having it in their 
power to regulate their own pay, remain long | 
enough to carefully deliberate over matters. This 
is nearly all the good that comes from long ses- | 
sions, and there is evil that more than offsets it. 
But we do not believe with “Warrington” that 
these long sessions keep talent out of the Legisla- 








ture, though it might be, if the Senatorial term | 


were extended to two or three years, as the writer 
in the Law Review suggests, that such would be 
their effect. 

Our own remedy for the long-session evil would 
be this one:—Relieve the committees from the 
enormous amount of labor now incumbent upon 
them, and take measures so that the work of leg- 
islating may begin immediately after the Legisla- 
ture is organized. This might be accomplished 
by the appointment of commissioners to hear and 
digest testimony upon matters of public interest 
in advance of the convening of the Legislature. 
Let the State bear the expense of this. It could 
well afford it. In the case of parties who have to 
put in testimony upon matters in which private 
interests only are concerned, let them be com- 
pelled to make up their own cases, and have the 
facts prepared in a form of a brief or an abstract, 
so that they may be comprehended in an hour, 
instead of got at through one witness after anoth- 
er, ina dozen of days, while the Legislature is 
waiting. This testimony should also be put in in 
advance. There is no time when a Legislature is 
so ready, even anxious, to work as when its mem- 
bers, impressed with the dignity of their office, 
and interested in the novelty of their position, 
first enter upon it. Yet under our present system 
this time is all wasted in waiting for committees. 
Such a course would do more than anything else 
would to attract able men to the Legislature; for 
there is nothing this class so dreads as the drudg- 
ery of committees. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
A Maine Woman’s “Say.” 
BVECLAL ro THE COMMONWEALTH, 
Rockrorr, Me., Nov. 4, 1869. 
CHANGE OF LOCATION. 

A regretful farewell to dear old Bangor and the 
Penobscot—Bangor is now a centenarian—a fare- 
well of a few months at least, perhaps forever, for 
no one can tell what even a day, much less 
months, may bring forth. Itis cold on the steam- 
er to-day, that is, on the outside, but the sun 
shines brightly and the shores are inviting in 
their “gorgeous and jeweled” attire, and having 
rarely seen them, except in their summer green, 
I cannot stay long inside, though there are few to 
keep me company. The “Katahdin” moves 
slowly to-day, so they complain, and it is only 
just before nightfall that I am left at Camden, 


x from whence I am carried rapidly by my friend's 


fleet horse to the picturesque little village of Rock- 
port. Rockport! To visit this place of singular 
and varied beauty once is but the begetting of an 
increased desire to visit it again. At least, so 
was it with me“ What beautiful little hills, half- 
wooded, half-cultivated, the pretty cottages peer- 
ing through the evergreens! What beautiful 
quiet nooks greet the eye at every step, whichever 
way you walk! What wandering streams, and 
foaming, falling waters! These inviting copses 
are undoubtedly unsurpassed in beauty, and yet 
I have scarce attempted to enter one of them, 
being satisfied with looking into their depths from 
without. But the restless waters of the beautiful 
bay are a source of never-ending delight. It is 
not that I love the woods, the dear familiar woods, 
lesa, but that 1 love the ocean more, in its strange 
newness. It seems 1 should never weary wander- 
ing round these shores, clambering over the rocks, 
and listening to the murmuring, moaning, now 
roaring, of the waters. How the waves love to 
play hide-and seck, as it were, round these rocks 
and ledges! No wonder the ancients imagined 
their gods of the sea possessed of sea-horses. It 
would not require a great stretch of the imagina- 
tion of a modern even to acquire the same belief, 
could he dwell long enough on these shores, re- 
moved from the conventionalities of society, from 
the kingdoms of this world. Society would soon 
enough, the society of Rockport as well, dispel 
all such illusions. But I will indulge the fancy 
in spite of society to-day; this bright, sunny No- 
vember day—so bright it seems not to belong to 
November. Has it not come to us really from 
another clime? and are not these sea-horses un- 
usually playful around these rocks because they 
have no fiercer work outside on such a day as this? 


‘he should ‘“‘not take that road again.’’ 


no! Not so will I interpret nature. Storms and 

clouds in their time and for their uses, and every 

bit of sunshine and beauty now, a shadow of the 

glory, of the flood of sunshine and beauty to come. 
THE MINISTERS IN CONCLAVE. 

But I must go back in reminiscences of the 
past few weeks. The day after I came here the 
Knox County Conference of Congregational 
churches was in session at Camden, and oh, rare 
dissipation! I rode over there twice in one day to 
attend meeting. Mr. Parker, of Belfast, was 
there, quite patriarchal in his bearing among the 
younger ministers, though looking scarce a day 
older than when first I saw him thirty years ago 
at a similar gathering on the Penobscot. The 
subjects discussed that day were of a moral and 
practical, rather than theological and metaphysi- 
cal, character; and the ministers, and laymen 
also, entered into the discussions with an earnest- 
ness and zest that gave promise of a return to 
their respective parishes with renewed interest 
and strength in their spiritual and reformatory la- 
bors. The sermon was by Mr. Wright, of Win- 
terport, whose face was of singular beauty and 
spirituality. There are faces, sometimes good 
and pure, sometimes otherwise, that one is often 
led to gaze upon dreamily, as upon a beautiful or. 
attractive picture, with this advantage, the vary- 
ing attitudes and expressions of the living face; 
and I have sometimes thought the quiet of the 
church, especially when the sermon is not really 
stirring, as peculiarly favorable to this sort of 
dreamy gazing; that is, when the position is such 
that it is not a positive rudeness to do so. Ah! 
there is often better than the sermon in the church. 

THOMASTON ANDTHE STATE PRISON. 

My friends took me to Thomaston by the way 
of Rockland. What beautiful oak-groves, lovely 
bits of landscape and glimpses of old ocean on the 
way! My friends turned into the back road and 
drove direct to Thomaston and the State Prison, 
past Chickamaukee lake, which supplies Rock- 
land with water, and over the meadow road. 
Hereabouts we passed the far-famed Thomaston 
lime quarries. One must see them to get an idea 
of their extent and depth. But the rough and 
almost dangerous condition of the roads gave an 
impressive assurance of the weight of the rock 
being constantly hauled over them. Though 
gratified to see the quarries, I could not but re- 
spond a hearty amen to my friend’s assertion that 
I must 
not omit to mention that we passed several times 
close to the new railroad from Belfast to Bath, 
which is being graded and runs almost under the 
walls of the prison. I never had a very earnest 
desire to visit prisons and almshouses,—dreaded 
| them rati:er than otherwise; but the sight of so 
|many youthful faces aroused a yearning to go 
there and teach them letters (fur the keeper said 
many of them could neither read nor write), talk 
with them, and awake in them glimpses of immor- 
tality and its responsibilities. The keeper said 
most all tell about the same story; homeless in 
large cities, or mother had died and they fell into 
bad company. ‘They have a chapel and religious 
services on the Sabbath, the ladies and gentlemen 
of the village furnishing the music. The convicts 
are not allowed to sing, because many of them 
would take advantage of even that liberty, though 
in what way I cannot conceive. They have a 
‘library and are allowed to receive story papers 
from their friends, though not newspapers, not 
being allowed to know the doings of the outside 
world. But the keeper said there was little going 
on they did not find some means to learn. The 
little cells in which they are kept at night gave 
me a chill, and it was almost in terror that I fol- 
lowed to that part of the prison where were some 
in solitary confinement. We saw two, one of 
them the young man Cleveland, who murdered 
the old man George, his friend of many years. 
These men, as we approached their cells, ad- 
vanced to the front, as you have seen wild beasts 
at a menagerie; one again receding, the other, 
Cleveland, remained leaning against the very 
bars, as though seeking exit. How fair and 
youthful he looked! but seemingly intellectually 
and morally undeveloped, as though he knew 
shame as little as an animal. Ah! how many 
long years, perhaps ages of discipline, would such 
an one require to develop atrue manhood! How 
he longed for liberty! It almost reconciled me to 
capital punishment. Is it possible that in the 
spiritual life the All-Father will not provide 
better opportunities for such poor creatures than 
'they have had here under the influence of un- 
\principled mothers? They have two young ne- 
groes, ex slaves, sent there for stealing. The one 
we saw in the shoe-room worked with a will, and 
seemed as self-satisfied as would any young per- 
son learning a good trade. I could not but wish 
all of his class as well conditioned as he. It 
segmed sad to see so Many young persons in such 
a place, but the warden is a man of well-known 
humanity, and the deputy of singularly agreeable 
looks and manners, and I doubt not that the most 
of them are better there than left to themselves in 
the wide world. - 

But more, hereafter. 


From Washington. 
SPECIAL TO THE COMMONWEALTH, 
Wasuinerton, Nov. 24, 1869. 
A RELIC OF THB ANTI-MASONIC PERIOD. 

There is at present residing in Tenth street in 
this city, an old man, a former citizen of New 
York State, who was one of the persons arrested 
‘and tried on the charge of abducting and murder- 
jing Morgan, who had made an expose of the se- 
/crets of the ancient craft. Although during the 
recent war he railed bitterly against the loyal 
;cause and especially against the President, yet 
| when Mr. Lincoln was assassinated he seemed 
\instantaneously overcome with contrition, with 
| tears expressing his horror of Booth’s crime, and 
profusely draping his house with the signs of 
| mourning. 
| PROGRESS AMONG THE METHODISTS ON POLITICAL 

SUFFRAGE. 

The present advocacy of impartial suffrage, and 
even of the extension of the ballot to woman, by 
| Rev. Dr. Haven and other prominent clergymen- 
/of the Methodist church, is a remarkable illustra- 
| tration of progress in that religious body. John 
' Wesley, the illustrious founder of that sect, so far 
from being in favor of women’s voting, was not 
‘friendly to the admission of even all men to the 
|franchise. He was strenuously hostile to our an- 

cestors, the colonists, in the Revolutionary strug- 
gle, and zealously espoused the cause of King 
George III. and the Parliament, writing and pub- 
lishing a pamphlet entitled ‘‘Taxation no Tyran- 
ny.” When Dr. Price argued with him that all 
|men who have wills of their own should be enti- 
| lea to vote, ‘‘Pray,” said Wesley, “would you 
jadmit women to the privilege, or have they no 





| 
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PsycueE. 








Is this their rest, their pastime, in anticipation of | wills of their own?” 


a different tomorrow! How beautiful the purple 
haze o'er the mountains this morning, and that also 
over the bay! But it dispels. I can see farther 
out than when I came down here an hour ago; 
and as the tide recedes these sea-horses back far- 
ther out into the sea, they seem to shake their 
manes more furiously. Is this lovely day a pre- 
cfeor of storms and clouds in the future? Ah, 


Wesley’s satirical interrogation as to female 
suffrage may have sprung from some rankling 
‘memory of his own matrimonial experience. 
When his wife, who was the cream of tartar and 
turned all the milk of human kindfess into bonny- 
|clabber for twenty years, left his bed and board, 
ihe wrote in his journal—‘‘ Non cam reliqui; non 
Adenia: non revocabo.’”” (I have not left her; I 


She was, prior to his marriaye with her, a crabbed 
widow, into whose trap he unfortunately tumbled 
when he was past forty years of age. 
REBEL BLACKGUARDISM. 

The Sunday Telegram, an intense representative | 
of the ‘‘Sovthern opinion,’”’ published in Balti- 
more, and circulated pretty extensively among | 
the ex-secesh in this vicinity, styles Gen. Grant 
the “Child-President” and Vice-President Col- 
fax the “Champion Grinnist.” 

THE ARLINGTON ELEVATOR. 
The new hotel, soon to be opened here, is fur- 
nished with an apparatus to convey guests to the 
upper storics by steam, like that of the Fifth Av- 
enue House in New York. Good idea, that ; 
especially for a hotel where the high bloods are | 
likely to put up—as it might be convenient some-, 
times to be carried to bed, after having been “ele- 
vated”’ in another sense. 

SERENADE TO THE MAYOR. 
His Honor the Mayor, Sayles J. Bowen, was 
greeted at his residence, the other evening, with | 
what might be called, in popular parlance, an! 
‘‘ovation.”” In other words, a great crowd, con- 
sisting mainly of delegations from the various 
wards, with numerous transparencies bearing 
complimentary inscriptions and mottoes, some of} 





which “‘laid it on thick,” assembled in front of his | 
door, with a band of music, which played at in- 
tervals, while the crowd cleered with considera- 
ble enthusiasm. His honor was introduced by | 
Hon. Ezra B. French, formerly a Congressman | 
from Maine, now Second Auditor of the Treas- 
ury. Mr. Bowen made a lengthy speech, defend- 
ing himself with some warmth and occasional ; 
sarcasm from charges of irregularity and implied | 
maladministration preferred against him by John 
H. Crane, (formerly of Worcester, Mass., I be- 
lieve, ) recently commissioner of the Fourth Ward; 








The whole affair was a pretty little set-to within 
the pale of the Republican party. The Mayor is 
able, plucky and persistent, and not easily rubbed 
out. On the occasion referred to, complimentary 
speeches were made by Rev. J. Sella Martin, Si- 
mon Wolf, register of deeds, and others. 
LECTURE ON WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Hon. S. Gar‘elde, Territorial delegate to Con- 
gress from Washington, lectured, on the other 
evening, in Lincoln Hall, (the audience-room of 
the new building of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association,) on the resources of our outlying 


have not dismissed her; I will not recall her.) !admiration for that noble animal. 


of which charges an investigating committee of 
the city councils have substantially acquitted him. | 


Middie Mor. 
gan was the King’s expertin horse-flesh. When 
she decided to come to this country she made 
known the fact to Hon. George P. Marsh, our 
Minister to Italy, and he gave her a letter of rec- 
ommendation to Mr. Bigelow, of the Times, who 
employed her. She is giving excellent satisfac- 
tion. 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Ida Lewis, the Heroine of Lime Rock, is the title 
of a little pamphlet which presents the story of 
Ida’s life and heroism. It is by Geo. D. Brewer- 
ton, and may be had at ‘‘Old Corner Bookstore.” 

The Sunday Magazine, for November, in its 
English edition is received by Messrs. Crosby & 
Damrell. It has thirteen articles of the style 
which is so much esteemed in its pages, and is 
copiously illustrated as usual. 

The December Nursery looks as fresh and invit- 


‘ing for children as any of its predecessors, and af- 


fords new evidence of the combined enterprise, 
tact and liberality that go to the making up of this 
rarely attractive little monthly. 

The Green-House as a Winter Garden is a useful 
little book, whose scope is indicated in its title. 


| It is prepared by F. E. Field, and has a preface 


by W. C. Bryant. G. P. Putnam & Sons are its 
publishers, and Lee & Shepard sell it. 


Popping the Question ; or, The Belle of the Ball, 


| by Mrs. Gordon Smythies, is a novel published by 


T. B. Peterson & Brothers in pamphlet form. 
There is a good deal of reading in it, and it ap- 
pears to be an attractive society stoury.—Lee & 
Shepard have it. 

Cassell’s Illustrated Almanac, which we have 
from Messrs. H. A. Brown & Co., of 3 School 
street, is a beautiful specimen of printing and en- 
graving, containing scores of pictures of various 
designs and most attractive to theeye. It is very 
cheap and very attractive. 

Home the Basis of the State is the title of a 
thoughtful and earnest appeal, by Miss Almira 
Seymour, who we believe is a schvol-teacher of 
Boston, to the people in behalf of the preservation 
in their purity of family relations among us. It 
is published in a neat little pamphlet by A. 
Williams & Co. 

Messrs. Harper & Brothers publish Edmund 
Yates’s last novel, Wrecked in Port. It is a story 
intended to illustrate the folly of attaining wealth 
and worldly ends at the sacrifice of character 





territories, particularly the region which he rep- 
resents. He told some pretty big yarns, and yet 
I suppose that just as likely as not they are all 
true. He says the North Pacific Railroad, to be 
built from near St. Paul to Puget’s Sound, will be 
of far more important advantage to the country 
than the Union and Central roads. He said that 
one hundred miles of the latter contained more 
worthless land than could be found throughout 
the entire length of the former. He stated, in 
speaking of the timber-resources of the country 
along the route, that there are red-wood trees the 
trunks of which run upwards of two hundred feet 
before a single limb branched off. According to 
his account the country is ‘‘some”’ on cabbages. 
He alleged that the stumps, after a crop of heads 
have been gathered, remain alive in the ground 
all winter, in the spring yielding new heads again 
in the old places. At Fort Vancouver, he saw, he 
said, a cabbage-plant that survived the winter and 
bore from five to fifteen new heads! Vive /a cab- 


bage-head ! 
CHIPS OF GOSSIP. 


Gen. Schenck has, it is said, bought for $32,- 
000 the new-and very tasteful French-roof house 
at the corner of Fourteenth street and Massachu- 
setts avenue. 


siding in Washington, on Thanksgiving evening, 


music, speech and dancing. 

Capt. E. B. Olmstead, whilom the defaulting 
financial clerk of the Postoffice Department, has 
patented a machine of his own invention, for the 
rapid manufacture of envelopes, which, it is said 
by those who have examined it, is likely to defy 


alone, on contract, is enormous. 


sell Cuba to the United States. It is believed by 


Antilles will be one of the Sisters in the Union. 


Catholic. 
say. 


trogressive. 
a Republican will be progressive always. 
LEVERETT. 





to attend a Council to be held at Naples. 


and Vesuvius would not be large enough to hold 
all the accusers of the church and its tyranny. 
He said that at the Council the names of Iluss, 
Luther and Galileo should be invoked. 
The Real Lover. 
With ardor stainless woo I thee; 
With passion white I covet you; 
Less than this were prudery— 
False to us, to Love untrue! 
Truth I count the lover’s pearl, 
His best ally for success; 
Ice becomes not purest girl, 
And a lie her lover less. 


Sully, the artist, who many years ago went to 





England to paint Victoria for the St. George’s | 
| Society, of Philadelphia, was told one day by, 
| Leslie, who was frescoing Buckingham Palace, | 


the walk, the little Prince of Wales fell and | 
/ scratched his arm on the gravel. The attendants | 
irushed to his assistance; but Victoria said:) 
“When you stop bellowing like a calf, you shall. 
| be attended to.” | 
The New York Times is practically illustrating | 
| the adaptability of women in a sphere where the | 
| sex was not supposed to be strong, in the person of, 
| Miss Middie Morgan, who is its agricultural edi- | 
‘tor. She is a plain but very intelligent Irish wo- 
‘man. Her father was a fox-hunter in Ireland. 
' She is as fond of horses as Grant, and as daring 
.arider. She is an expert among all kinds of an- | 
‘imals. Her judgment about the different breeds 
‘is sought after and much quoted. She is quite 
familiar with every variety of live stock. She 
can ‘‘talk horse’’ with the old farmer, and dis- 
cuss the nice points about cattle as easily as Rosa 
Bonheur can paint them. Miss Morgan resided 
in Italy, where she had charge of the blood horses 
of King Victor Emmanuel, who owns the finest | 
stud in Europe and breeds horses of superior 
shape, vigor and fire. He beats Grant in his 








There was a “Sociable’”’ of New Englanders re- 


at Harmonial Hall, the festivities consisting of 


competition, and promises a fortune to its invent- 
or—as the demand for envelopes by government 


A distinguished Senator recently m the city ex- 
presses confidently the belief that Spain will, be- 
fore long, yield her heretofore-unwillingness to 


some sagacious persons here that before the ex- 
piration of Grant’s official term the Queen of the 


It is said here that Speaker Blaine is a Roman 
Whether this is true or not, I can’t 
If it is, he is probably, like Father Hya- 
cinthe, a progressive Catholic, or at least not re- 
So clear-sighted and straightforward 


Michelet has written a very Frenchy letter to 
the Committee of Free-Thinkers who invited him 
He de- 
clared that the enormous amphitheater of Naples 


' taste of American readers. 


/thatas the Queen and company were going up | hold. 


and reputation, and is effective in its incidents 
‘and its lesson, besides being creditable in a liter- 
lary point of view.—Sold at Old Corner Bookstore. 


The Cabin on the Prairie, by Rev. C. H. Pearson, 
lis 2 book of their frontier series, which Messrs. 
Lee & Shepard have lately put out. It is a nar- 
|rative of frontier life in the wilds of Minnesota, 
‘and has much that is fresh afd attractive in its 
pictures of that region, with a deeper interest in 
the account of the Indian massacres which is given 
in its latter portion. 

Planting the Wilderness ; or, The Pioneer Boys, by 
James D. McCabe, Jr., published by Messrs. Lee 
& Shepard, is founded upon incidents that oc- 
curred in the history of the early settlers of the 
great West. Their romantic lite, their hardships 
and their dangers, are all vividly delineated in its 
pages, making attractive as wellas useful reading, 
especially for the young. 

Messrs. T. B. Peterson & Brothers publish 
Robert Graham ; a Sequel to ‘‘Linda,’’ as the second 
volume of their complete edition of Mrs. Caroline 
Lee Hentz’s novels. It is a romantic story of 
Southern Life, written in the easy vein of its au- 
thor, and if not a great novel, is pure in tone and 
in moral. The edition is quite a handsome one. 
Messrs. Lee & Shepard have it. 

Loring publishes, in a paper-covered volume, 
The Soprano ; a Musical Story, by Jane Kingsford. 
In it are related the experiences of a poor girl in 
the effort to gain a musical education and acquire 
success as a vocalist, and incidentally there is 
considerable about oratorio singing at the Handel 
& Haydn, Hook’s organ factory, etc. The book 
is written in a lively and agreeable style. 





The second and concluding volume of Miss 
Thackeray’s writings, in Messrs. Fields, Osgood 
& Co.’s Household Library of Modern Fiction, 
contains ‘*The Story of Elizabeth, with other 
‘Tales and Sketches.’”’ In this last are included 
‘‘Five Old Friends,” under which title the well- 
known stories with nursery names of this pleasing 
authoress are collected. There is much very de- 
lightful reading in them. 


Mr. William D. Northend, of Salem, sends us 
a volume in which are printed his Speeches and 
Essays upon Political Subjects from 1860 to 1869. 
The views of the book of course we are not ex- 
pected to approve, and we can’t, in conscience, 
say that we are greatly impressed with the ability 
with which they are here stated ; neither can we see 
any good reasou for thus endeavoring to perpetu- 
ate them.—H. P. Ives, of Salem, is its publisher. 

The third volume of Fields, Osgood & Co.’s 
edition of Zhackeray’s Miscellaneous Writings con- 
tains “The Book of Snobs,” “Sketches and 
Travels in London,” ‘‘Denis Duval,” ‘‘Character 
Sketches,” ““Men’s Wives,’’ and other stories, 
among which are some of the richest of the hu- 
morous creations of this great satirist of society. 
The book contains more than 500 pages of solidly 
printed reading, and reading, tov, of a variety 
and merit such as is seldom offered to the public 
in so handsome a form at so low a price. 


Two volumes very neat and convenient in form 
of ‘The Handy Editions’’ of classics in poetry 
have been published by Messrs. Sever, Francis & 
Co., in The Book of Praise, compiled by Roundell 
Palmer, and The Sunday Bool: of Poetry, by C. F. 
Alexander. Both these volumes are well-known 
to the better class of the reading public, and the 
‘popularity that renews them each year in new 





{editions is an encouraging sign as regards the 


They abound in gems 
of sacred song, and are treasures to the house- 


Those who remember that delightful story, 
“Arne,’’ translated from the Norwegian of Bjorn- 
son, and published by Messrs. Sever, Francis & 
Co., a year since, will welcome The Happy Boy ; 
a Tale of Norwegian Peasant Life, by the sane au- 
thor, which the same firm have just published. 
It has those fresh and striking peculiarities that 
made its predecessor so much admired—is told 
with pleasing simplicity and frequent pattios of 
style, and has incidentally pictures of country- 
life in Norway, all combining to give it a rare and 
peculiar flavor as a piece of composition. 

Putnam’s Magazine, for December, is strong in 
papers of reasoning and information, such as A. 
A. Low’s ‘‘Sovereignty of the Seas,” Prof. 
Maury’s “Dumb Guides to the Pole,”’ “The Unes- 
tablished Church,’’ carrying the war again into 
the Catholic camp, and ‘‘The Foci of the Social 
Eclipse,’ by Prof. John Basccm, which is an ad- 
mirable treatment of the relations of men and yo- 
men in society. Mr. Kimball’s serial novel, ‘To- 
day,’’ and Mr. Edward Spencer’s novelette, “Ci- 
nella,’’ are both concluded; and there are several 


lighter articles, with unusually good matter in 
the editorial department. 

Lippincott’s \lagazine, for December, contains, 
besides long instalments of Trollope’s and R. Daie 
Owen’s novels, several meritorious and entertain- 
ing articles. ‘The Coming Crisis in Canada”’ is 
one of these that will attract attention by its state- 
ments as regards the condition of that country and 
its relations with England. ‘‘Incompatible,” by A. 
W. H. Howard, is aclever story; ‘‘With the Yam 
Eaters,” a graphic sketch of observations in Mis- 
isissippi; “An Actuary’s Story,” by Edmund 
| Kirke, is well told; ‘‘Shall He be Educated?” a 
timely defense of the colored race of the South, 
and there are three poems of fully average merit. 
—Crosby & Damrelt have it. 


The Monthly Religious Magazine, for November, 
contains a sensible sermon by Rev. Dr. Dewey 
on ‘‘The Parent and Child’; some observations 
on “Church Organs, Church Choirs and Church 
Chorals,’’ by Rev. Rufus Ellis; a paper by Rev. 
Dr. Palfrey on “The Religion of Recreation and 
Amusement’’; a continuation of Mr. Mountford’s 
treatise on “Miracles’’; a letter from Henry 
James in defense of his recent work; an essay on 
“Symbolism in Religion,” by Rev. C. C. Shack- 
ford; together with remarks headed ‘‘Sunday in 
the City,” and the usual miscellany. Mr. Sears, 
in answer to Mr. James’s complaint, praises very 
highly the work of the latter, without entirely 
yielding his previous criticism. 

Mr. A. K. Loring has, as his leading publish- 
ing card for the season, a new story by that ad- 
mirable authoress, Mra. A. D. T. Whitney. Its 
title is Witherto; a Story of Yesterdays, and it is 
one of the most elaborate and characteristic of 
Mrs. Whitney’s novels. There is a vein of that 
peculiar and poetic sentiment pervading it in 
which lies so much of this author’s power, and 
yet this is blended with the experiences of every-| 
day life among every-day people with a skill that 
makes the work one of the most natural and real-: 
istic productions, as well. Mrs. Whitney has the 
faculty of depicting both the inner and outer life 
of men and women in harmonious combination to! 
a rare degree, and the purity and religious tone (in | 
the best sense of the latter) of her bdoks is also a: 
feature thet merits notice. It is a good symptom | 
that they are so generally favorites with readers. | 





| 


The Galaxy, for November, has not a single ar- 
ticle which is not entertaining, and none to which 
we are inclined to take exception as a magazine 
paper. In the field of lighter magazine reading, ' 
we are more and more impressed with its signal | 
success, and the rare tact with which it is edited. | 
The more peculiar and noticeable papers in it are | 


western travel, by Albert S. Evans; “The Breath 
of Life,’ by John C. Draper, M. D ; and ‘“‘The 
| Cardinal Andrea,” by his secretary, an account 
which is likely to create sensation and controversy. 
;Reade’s novel is to continue through several 
more numbers; Mrs. Edwards's concludes in the 
next number. 





The Building of the Ship is the poem of Long- 
fellow which Messrs. Fields, Osgood & Co. have 
| selected for illustration this season. ‘They bring 
‘it out in a tasteful square 12mo. volume, beautiful 

in print and paper, with red lines around its 

| pages, and embellished with twenty designs by 
| Hennessy and Giffurd, engraved by Anthony and 
|Linton. ‘Fhe drawings of Gifford are generally 
lof the minor kind of illustration, but are done 
| with peculiar grace and spirit, and contain several 
little gems. Those of Hennessy have the excel- 
'lences and defects of this artist. There are strong 
points in several of them, and yet not more than 
one or two fully satisfy. But the book as a whole 
has enough about it to win favor as one of the 
most pleasing gift-books of the year, and its rea- 
sonable price will make it attractive to many. Its 
binding is especially its recommendation. 





Messrs. Fields, Osgood & Co. have brought out 
quietly, and without previous announcement, one 
of the most interesting and valuable books of the 
year. It is A Physician’s Problems, an English 
work, by Charles Eiam, M. D. It discusses the 
mental tendencies of mankind; the influence of 
peculiarities of mind upon health and upon char- 
acter; the extent to Which mental traits may be 
| transmitted, and the effect that they have on man’s 





the brain as shown in illusions and hallucinations 
and similar phenomena. The author has evident- 
ly given much time and study as well as thought 
|and observation to his theme. His chapters on 
Natural Heritage, on Moral and Criminal Epidem- 
ics, on the relations of Body and Mind, and the 
different forms of mental disease, present an array 
of facts and of reasoning that cannot fail to fix the 
attention, and they are illustrated from history 
{and from medical records with a vast amount of 
| information bearing upon their topics and in itself 
of the most singular interest. We commend the 
book as at once valuable and unique. 





It would be difficult to find a more appropriate 
/ present fur a young person of either sex, than the 
‘bound volume of Our Young Folks, which Messrs. 
| Fields, Osgood & Co. present in such tempting 
| style with the close of the issues of this periodi- 
‘cal for the year. It contains, to begin with, the 
| whole of the most attractive story for youth that 
has been written for years, in Mr. Aldrich’s “Story 
| of a Bad Boy.” Then there are the scores and 
| scores of miscellaneous articles, which have been 
culled trom the contributions of the best talent in 
‘the land for its pages, including writi»gs from 
| Mrs. Stowe, Parton, Hale, Trowbridge, Mrs. Ag- 
' assiz, Mrs. Diaz, Helen C. Weeks, and many oth- 
ers. The illustrations, too, are in themselves a 
|mine of attraction, in their great number and 
pleasant variety. No picture book begins to equal 
‘it in this particular. The full-page pictures are 





‘especially good—one seems to realize more their 


superior excellence as they are brought here to- 
' gether. 


be perpetuated in its Lound form for the library. 
The Romance of Spanish History. By John S. 
1C. Abbott.—New York, Haiper § Brothers.—Mr. 
Abbott has in this book selected a ‘fine field 
‘for descriptive writing. There are few of the 
records of history more interesting than those 
| which relate to certain ages of the Spanish annals. 
‘The early conflicts of the Moors and Christians, 
‘the brilliant rise of Spanish power after the union 
of the crowns of Castile and Aragon, the glory 
reflected upon it by the discovery of America 
‘under its auspices, the full fruition of its strength 
and sway under Charles the Fifth, the bloody and 
‘bigoted features of the reign of Philip II., his 
successor, and the decadence of power under 
those monarchs who followed him, down to the 
'days when the Bourbons died out from their own 
| feebleness and incapacity, are presented in these 
pages after the well-known manner of the writer, 
which is not the best, whether we regard him as a 
historian or a rhetorician, yet has much that is 
‘attractive to the general reader, notwithstanding. 
| The work closes with an account of the late revo- 
lution in Spain, and is illustrated.—Sold at Oli 
Corner bookstore. 


‘free moral agency; and the abnormal operation of 


| 


Our Young Folks is undoubtedly the best 
of all children’s periodicals, and well deserves to 


Ancient States and Empires. For Colleges and 
Schools. By John Lord, LL.D. — New York, 
Charles Scribner § Co.— Dr. Lord has made 
the study of history a specialty, and is em 
bodying of late a good deal of the matter 
which has composed his series of lectures, in 
volumes. His present book is, from the na- 


jture of its design, intended to comprise only 


the more salient points in the wide field that it 
covers. It comprises, as he tells us in his pre- 
face, a simplification and abridgment of what is 
contained in the writings of Rawlinson, Grote, 
Thirlwall, Niebuhr, Mommsen, and Merivale, 
taking for its model the well-known histories of 
Philip Smith, which have been so deservedly suc- 
cessful in a similar field. He treats first of the 
ancient oriental nations, with a particular view to 
those great facts of which the Scriptures bear 
record, and follows with the presentment of epi- 
sodes in Grevian and in Roman history. Dr. 
Lord’s aim is evidently to attain a popular style 
in his composition. He has a taste fur the vivid 
and the dramatic. He hardly succeeds in real- 
izing this, however, to the same degree as have 
some historians, whom he has evidently studied. 
Still his choice of themes is good, his arrange- 
ment of facts is generally made with good judg- 
ment and taste, and he makes up, in some degree, 
by faithful study, for qualities of intellect which 
have been denied him. If not a great historian, 
the most that is required in a book of this char- 
acter has been done by him well.—Sold at Old 
Corner bookstore. 

Messrs. Leypoldt & Holt have published one 
of the most important contributions to the litera- 
ture of travel of late years, in Professor Raphael 
Pumpelly’s Across America and Asia—Notes of a 
Five Years’ Journey around the World, and of Resi- 
dence in Arizona, Japan and China. It is a book 
which, both in the character of its information 
and the style in which its author presents this to 
the reader, is to be commended without reserva- 
tion, tor Prof. Pumpelly’s opportunities were of 
the best, and he has made the best use of them. 
He started for Arizona, to engage in engineering 
duties in its silver mines, in 1860, and spent several 
months of hardship and adventure in that region. 
From thence he received a commission as geolo- 
gist and mining engineer to explore portions of 
the Japanese territory. Takjng the Sandwich 
Islands on his way, he passed to Japan, spent 
much time in this country, and thence went to 
China, where he also sojourned many months, 
and on his return came over the tracts of Central 
Asia, and northward through Siberia, concluding 
his travels in Russia. Ie made copious notes of 
all his observations during this time, and his offi- 


“The Morals and Manners of Journalism,”’ by | cial character gave him opportunities beyond 
Richard Grant White—admirable in criticism and | those enjoyed by most other travelers. 
suggestion; “Onthe Red Desert,” asketch of far | scribes the inner as well as the outer life of the 


He de- 


regions visited, and furnishes so intelligent an ac- 
count of the Asiatic peoples that he can hardly fail 
to take place among the best authorities concern- 
ing them. His book is so popular in style that it 
must have very general reading also. It is copi- 
ously illustrated, and very liberally got up ip all 
other respects, though we think its printers might 
have done better justice in the way of ink and 
press-work to the excellent paper and fine engrav- 
ings which the publishers have furnished.—Sold 
by A. K. Loring. . 
Miss Elizabeth P. Peabody has republished, 
and enriched with a preface and appendix, a val- 
uable lecture by Cardinal Wiseman, on The Jden- 
tification of the Artist and the Artisan. This title is 
supplied by Miss Peabody, and is described as 
“the Proper Object of American Education.” 
The Cardinal endeavors to show that the ancient 
and medieval artists did with their own hands, 
so far as possible, the manual labor required in 
their productions. This practice, he contends, 
served at once to develop and to correct the 
imagination, enabling these artists to reconcile 
beauty and use, and to elevate both by the union. 
As the artists were also artisans, so artisans were 
in their degree artists, accomplishing in the ordi- 
nary course of their labor, and bringing within 
the reach of all, works which remain models of 
beauty. The Cardinal’s illustration of his state- 
ments is ample and impressive, and deserves the 
consideration of all who’ intelligently seek, what 
so many profess to desire, the elevation of labor. 
Miss Peabody, in her preface, expresses the opin- 
ion that American institutions are peculiarly fa- 
vorable to the union of manual labor with artistic 
sensibility. We do not perceive that political’ in- 
stitutions have much to do with the matter. The 
fact that such a noble reconciliation obtained in 
| mediaval times, while it has been lost in more 
_modern times, is one that certainly does not ap- 
| pear to confirm her opinion. But we sympathize 
| too much with her purposes to indulge in jealous 
criticism. Ifshe can persuade the American peo- 
ple that they have a vocation to the elevation of 
labor, not merely in its circumstances, but in its 
ispirit and performance, she will lay the whole 
} nation under obligation. The essay on Froebel’s 
scheme of Kindergarten education, with which 
she supplements the lecture, strikes us as alto- 


gether excellent; and we cordially bespeak for it 

| the attention it richly deserves. The pamphlet 
(pp. 48) is sold in Boston by Adams & Co., Lee & 
Shepard and Patrick Donahoe. 





The leading paper in the Christian Examiner, 
tor November, is contributed by Mrs. Ednah D. 
Cheney, and has for its caption, “ he Hope of the 
South.” It is a review, equally genial and dis- 
criminating, of those conditions of the South which 
| either favor or hinder moral and industrial recon- 
|struction. Personal observation has assisted the 
| judgment of the writer,—who always writes well, 
| —and enabled her to offer a statement of ‘peculiar 
|value. One nice little turn we cannot help notic- 
ing. The negro preachers of South Carolina, 

she says, substitute the word “reconstruction” 
for ‘‘regeneration” in their prayers and exhorta- 


| tions; and the writer tells us that politics must 





| take up the word which religion has let fall, aim- 
|ing at the regeneration, and not merely at the 
| formal reconstruction of the States lately in rebel- 
lion. The succeeding articles in this number of 
| the E.caminer are entitled as fullows: ‘‘The Wise 
| Men of the East,” by C. H. Brigham; ‘“‘Folsom’s 
Translation of the Gospels,” by S. G. Bulfinch; 
“The Divine Teachings in Nature,” by W. R. 
Alger; ‘‘Nature’s Politics,” by D. A. Wasson; 
“Revelation and Intuition as Sources of our 
Knowledge of God,” by H. W. Bellows; ‘‘Ma- 
'chinery as a Gospel Worker,” by John C. Kim- 
ball; ‘‘Review of Current Literature.” Mr. Al- 
‘ger is unusually glowing and pictorial. Dr. Bel- 
lows writes remarkably well in the earlier part of 
his essay, but falls off toward the latter part. 
Here is one of his good sentences: ‘‘The want of 
balance is the cause of most motion, and there- 
fore the minds that stir the stagnant pool of com- 
mon thought are usually out of equilibrium, and 
propelled by this very cause, like a pith figure 
: loaded with a leaden foot to spring with impatient, 
|yet effective, force in some providentially pre- 
scribed direction.” Mr. Kimball’s glorification of 
machinery is so much overdone as to provoke a 
smile. “The steam man,”’ he says, “that walked 


about the streets of Boston a year or two ago. . 

.. had that within it which was deeper and divin- 

er than any Venus de Medici or Apollo Belvi- 
idere.” Indeed! 


“Warrington.” 
A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF LOCAL TOPICS. 


[From the Springtield Republican.] 
STATE POLITICS. 

It is of no use to disguise the fact that since the 
war ended the Democratic party has strengthened 
itself, without regard to the liquor question. 
There has generally been, say for the last twenty 
years, a Democratic party of about 40,000 votes, 
which in an emergency, and joining with disgrun- 
tled Republicans, could make its footings about 
50,000. It gave McClellan this number in 1864, 
and the people’s party mustered rather more in 
1862. Then the [rish vote has largely increased 
| year by year. Johnson's defection in 1866 gave 

the party hopes of success in the coming presi- 
| dential election, and though things were not rij 
| then for a strong movement, it is no wonder tee 
the next year, under Mr. Adams, they brought 
their vote up to 70,000 and our majority down to 
28,000. There is nothing which seems to me to 
indicate that the policy ot adhering to Gov. Claf- 
lin, this year, was an unwise one. On the con- 
trary, I believe it to have been an indispensable 
policy. What will happen in 1870, in case the Leg- 
islature fails to settle the liquor question on some 
basis approximating to a just and popular one, it 
is not worth while to predict. One of the evils 
attending a non-settlement will be the opportuni- 
ty which will be given for a snarl on the Senato- 
rial question, and perhaps the election of a Sena- 
tor by the aid of Democratic votes, which will be 
a new thing in our modern politics. The Demo- 
cratic party of this State, unless the national party 
should break down again, will pretty soon be a 
powerful organization, though there are no signs 
that it will ever be in a majority in the State. 
Annexations to Boston are pretty sure to help it. 
Some foolish people came to the State House two 
or three years ago, and asked to have Roxbury 
annexed for the purpose of making Boston a Re- 
publican city. They were told that the Rox- 
bury precinct was as likely to be Democratic as 
any part of Boston, but they didn’t believe it. At 
the very next election, Roxbury gave a Demo- 
cratic majority about as large as any part of RBos- 
ton, and larger than the South-end, with which it 
ought naturally to affiliate. And this year it has 
‘‘flopped over” again. Dorchester will pretty 
soon go the same way; and Charlestown and 
Somerville, if they are annexed. The reason 
for this is plain enough to an observer. The 
Democratic party is always strong in Boston 
proper; generally, in an emergenvy, it’ can carry 
the city;—at any rate, it has hopes, and makes a 
fight. This fact will organize the Democratic 
party in every place which is annexed. The vote 
will be consolidated and brought out, in Dorches- 
ter and Charlestown, for the purpose of aiding in 
the election of a Democratic Mayor, and so the 
party will be a unit, and will always work for 
victory in all elections, while in these outlying 
places, just now, there is not a sufficient encour- 
agement, in the hope of success, to make an or- 
ganization perfect. Ido not speak of this as a 
valid argument against annexations, for these are 
probably inevitable, and it is of no use to fight 
against an inevitable tendency. And the Repub- 
licans will be masters of the situation, whatever 
happens. 





AT THE RADICAL CLUB, 
which met at Rev. Mr. Bartol’s house, Rev. W. 
J. Potter of New Bedford read an essay entitled 
‘Definitions of Christianity.” It was in the line 
of all the rationalistic essays and sermons which 
find a hearing at the Free Religious meetings, 
and readers in the Radical, though expressed in 
language not so offensive to “evangelicals” as are 
the essays and sermons of Messrs. Abbot, Weiss, 
Frothingham, Johnson and Higginson. I will 
not venture to give you an idea ot the statement 
and argument. Mr. Bartol followed the essay 
with some remarks which I heard but imperfectly ; 
and afterward a sharp debate occurred between 
Mr. Weiss and Rev. James Freeman Clarke, 
which I shall not try to report, because I did not 
hear it at all. I believe Mr. Clarke does not often 
come to the club; nor does Mr. Phillips. On one 
occasion, last winter, Mr. Phillips made his ap- 
pearance and defended his Horticultural Hall ad- 
dress, which had been deemed heretically ortho- 
dox by some of the prominent memters. On 
this occasion, Mrs. Howe and Miss Elizabeth Pea- 
body took sides with Mr. Phillips. I presume, 
though I do not know, that those ladies sy mpa- 
thized with Mr. Clarke on Monday rather than 
with Mr. Weiss; for women are less radical on 
the religious question, as on all others, than men. 
I do not suppose Mr. Clarke believes much more 
of the Bible, or much more in Christ, his mira- 
cles, and his divine mission, than Mr. Weiss does; 
but then, you know, he is in a responsible posi- 
tion; he is one of the shepherds of the Unitarian 
flock, and must keep his fences in reasonable re- 
pair. Mr. Weiss stands outside; he is more free 
even than Mr. Abbot, of Toledo, who has a so- 
ciety to take care of; he has a platform of his 
own, a series of lectures under way in New Bed- 
ford, and another in Boston, and intellectual ge- 
nius and activity enough to ensure him a hearing 
anywhere. He is independent of all denomina- 
tions, and (to quote Lowell) ‘Cares (shall I say ?) 
not a damn for their damning.”’ 
THE DEBATE AT MUSIC HALL, 

In the evening we had a debate between Rev. 
L. T. ‘Townsend, author of ‘‘Crelo,” and one of 
the most eloquent preachers of the Methodist _de- 
nomination, and Rev. Mr. Alger. Mr. TPown- 
send preached to my pew, and to a large audi- 
ence, at the Methgdist church, in Malden, for a 
year or more, and | confess I was often moved to 
go and hear his eloquent sermons. If they were 
4 little too orthodox for me, they were always 
fresh and lively, and {like Gilbert Haven’s edito- 
rial articles) generally had some excellent quota- 
tions from Emerson and Theodore - Parker and 
other heretics. He is an able sermonizer, with a 
tendency to logic and metaphysics, and a good 
degree of general learning, literary and theologi- 
cal. You will get an idea of his essay and Mr. 
Alger’s reply trom the Journal’s report. The 
Advertiser’s critic seems to have been so overcome 
by the ‘“‘iany shocking features” of the debate, 
that he was unable to report it at all. I do not 
see why a sermon of fifty minutes by Rev. Mr. 
Townsend, and one of forty by Rev. Mr. Alger, 
both on one evening and from one platform, con- 
stituted anything more shocking than the same 
sermons trom their own pulpits. Puc Mr. Town- 
send back into his own desk, and he will fire away 
into the camp of the rationalists; and put Mr. Al- 
ger upon his own plattorm, and he will dismiss 
orthodoxy with his learning and his sneer. ‘here 
being nobody directly and palpably wounded, on 
either side, there is no applause when the innoc- 
uous thrusts are made; but if it is a benefit to 
have men of opposite opinions on political and so- 
cial topics read newspapers and books which rep- 
resent both sides, what harm is there in such de- 
bates, even though the inevitable applause comes? 
As to the debate itself, it was, of course, very far 
from being exhaustive, or even satisfactory; but 
it was stimulating and lively. The question 
whether Jesus was the Son of God, in any sense 
other than that in which all men are sons of God, 
is one which must be forever a matter of opinion, 
and it is not a very practical question, even if it 
could be answered. For, I take it, the idea that 
a man is going to be eternally or temporarily 
damned, after death, because te does not believe 
what John Calvin or John Wesley believed, is 
about disinissed by even orthodox minds. If a 
man believes in all orthodox dogmas, either 
through a process of reading, examination or rea- 
soning, or through some inward illumination pe- 
culiar to those who have been ‘‘converted,”’ he 
may possibly congratulate himself that he is ‘‘on 
the safe side,’’ but he cannot expect that others 
will feel impelled to believe the same dogmas, on 
the same evidence, and without this fancied jl- 
lumination. And all such a man ought to expect 
is neutrality, and some such answer as the Japan- 
ese witness gave in the English court, when he 
was objected to as a heathen, and asked if he 
knew where his deceased father and mother were 
gone to. ‘How can I tell!’’ was the candid and 
truthful reply —whereupon English commun-sense 
told him to stand aside as a witness incapable of 
telling the truth! Logically, however, it was and 
is incumbent on Mr. Townsend to prove the at- 
firmative, and not to call on Mr. Alger to disprove 
it. It is probable that most of the audience left 
the hall with their old opinions confirmed. Mr. 
Alzer had, on the whole, the easier task. It was 
to pick to pieces, to disprove, to criticize the po- 
sitions of his opponent. And he was, in some in- 
stances, quite sharp. I thought he had the ad- 
vantage, on the whole, in courtesy. Mr. Town- 
send declaimed a good deal, and talked about a 
“Christless theism,’’ iterating and reiterating that 
phrase as if it came to anything. He was also 
strong in that foolish kind of argument which I 
remember as long as I remember anything, it 
having been familiar to me from the lips of an 
excellent woman—well! 1 don’t mind saying that 
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it was my mother. If- 
‘doubt any of her 


with the clincher, “Then I suppose 


Jesus said he was the Son of 
that he is, you pronounce him 
postor. 
though it is very 
ing of applause. 
perficial, replying 
they ‘cane up. If 
it did ‘tro harm, 
tainment. 


a liar and an im- 


the discussion settled nothing, 
and afforded a stimulating enter- 


WOMANHOOD SUFFRAGE. 


An intermediate banquet, a sort of lunch of 
radicalism, was that which I had tke pleasure of 


taking in, i the hearing of a paper by Mrs. Charles 
8. Pierce, of Cambridge, on womanhood suffrage. 
Some parts of it were admirable, and thore which 
were hot, as I thought, sound, were full of good 
feeling and bumanity ‘and excellent suggestion. 


it is not a fatal criticiem, by any means, to say | 


that Mrs. Pierce tas undertaken too much, and 


jooke too far ‘khiedd; and that the details of her 


jlats varmot be reached for many years to come. 
Bat at the same time it would seem to be better to 


begin, and let the details shape themselves after- . 


ward. Her plan embraces a woman’s parliament, 
with branches all over the land, in which woman 
shall discuss and settle all the social and political 
questions. Perhaps I ought not to say political 
questions, but I will let it stand, for when all the 
social questions are settled there will be little or 


nothing for politicians or legislators to do except to 


putghe laws into form. Mrs. Pierce seems a little 


shy of asking for suffrage, yet when the parliament 
has shaped its policy by womap’s hands, who so 


capable as the members of it to take hold with the 
men and put it into torm in the State Legislature 
and in Congresst The woman’s parliament is a 
good idea to throw out for debating purposes; but, 
after all, isit not the great and radical trouble with 


woman—is not this at the bottom of the “subjec- 


tion’’ which it one of the great facts of history, and 


the great evil now to be cured—that men sy 

re 
not the great and beneficent social institutions, the 
church, the school, the lyceum, and, above all, the 
family, great and beneficent because in them men 
The subjection of 
woman has come from the antagonism between 
the sexes; given that, and physical force settles 
The thing to be 
done is to make woman coéqual in man’s parlia- 
ments, and as fast as possible; and it seems to me 
unphilosophical to make any more bodies in which 
the sexes are separated. Find me a town or part 
of a town where the men go off together in Mason- 
ic lodges, or Good Templar lodges, or any other 
partial arrangements, leaving the women at hone, 
or to seek the society of each ober in isolated 
clubs and circles and coteries, and [ will show you 
a town or precinct less civilized than one where 


been alone and women alone in the world? 


and women work together? 


the supremacy in favor of man. 


men and women live and act together. ‘Gander 


scrapes” are notoriously provocative of bad man- 
ners and bad morals, and goose-scrapes, if I may 


80 speak, are schools of ignorance and prejudice 


No,no! Try the Parliament, if you will, bat there 


is something a good deal better. 
MISS FIELD IN THE WILDERNESS. 


Sf I cannot conscientiously recommend your 
readers to take a great dea! of pains to hear Miss 
Field, I can at least urge upon them, if they are 
determined to go, and it the hall where she is to 
I tried the 


speak is a large one, to go early. 
platiorm, the floor at a distance from the platform 
the first gallery, and then the upper gallery 


where Pat Jennings sat, but heard very imper- 
‘ectly, even in the last-named place, which was 
I hate to say anything against this lec- 
ture, but really it must have been a pretty unsat- 
isfactory performance to all persons who came to 


the best. 


the hall tor either instruction or entertainment 


it ie hard to imagine how any one who has been 
in the Adirondack woods can occupy an hour ms 
n- 
Amd as to the 
entertainment, Miss Field has a gocd deal of 
mirthfulness and appreciation of fun, but very 
What passes tor these 
qualities is merely that affected style of language 
which Diekens brought into fashion, and carried 
to the extreme in the early volumes of //ousehold 
Words, and which, while amusing enough at first, 
was outgrown long ago, and is thus shown to 
1 have no doubt Miss 
Field can tell her story very agreeably ia a parlor, 
and she is a very estimable lady, whose success 


say so fittke about them as Miss Field does. 
formation, there is none whatever. 


little wit and humor. 


have been not genuine. 


everybody desires, in whatever she undertakes; 


but is it quite the thing to call out a couple of 
thousand persons and ask them to spend two hours 
from home in order to hear a performance so ex- 


ceedingly thin? I hope Miss Field will, next win- 
ter, take a better subject. 
character, if I mistake not, and something to say 
on subjects worthy of thought and discussion. 
And it she takes one of these and treats it earn- 
estly, her earnestness will make her eloquent, and 
will ensure her a success. Nubody can have a 
permanent success and fame as a lecturer who has 
not something to say. 
THE “ATLANTIC,” ETC. 


The December number of the Al/antic is one of 


those numbers which compel you to take back 
whatever disparaging remarks you have ever 
made, and to admit that there is no other mag- 
azine in the country so good. Paston’s article, 
with its Cape Ann cramming, which is made ev- 
ident in its ridiculous puff ot Capt. G. V. Fox, is 
full of nonsense, but it is lively reading. And 
nearly all the other articles are excellent. Mr. 
Sheldon’s plea for old-fogyism, Mr. Shanks’s ar- 
ticle on the wreckers, and Mr. Richardson’s article 
on the Chinamen, are admirable. And Dr. Jarvis’s 
pieces are excellent. So what can anybody do 
but recommend the Atlantic tor 1870 as indispensa- 
ble? Su of the Young Folks, which has greatly 
improved under Miss Larcom’s management. 





THE LECTURE PLATFORM. 


Rey. John Weiss on “The American 
Soldier: a Thanksgiving.” 


INDEPENDENT LECTURE. 


How long it seems since thamen of Lowell and 
Lynn hurried to Baltimore to iilustrate a famous 
date in our history, and the men of Ohio and 
the West sent their stiff retort to rebel diplomacy, 
in the message that, for their part, they were 
continually prepared for the “further effusion of 
blood” if the republic demanded it, and were 
not in the habit of surrendering much! How it 
has faded from our mind, too, that while our 
mechanics fought, their brethren of England, the 
Lancashire cotton-weavers, fought also with the 
awtul enginery of patience; fur they understood 
that though no cotton came through, yet liberty, 
human rights, the true bread from heaven, were 
running the blockade daily, to bless them at last 
and f both muuth and mind. The starving 
weaver saw through the war intoa practical sym- 
pathy with his own class and into liberty for all. 
And surely if Jesus could have seen those poor 


women at a certain mill weep over and kiss and | 


sing before the first bale of cotton that arrived 
there, he might have said: ‘‘These love me better 
than the women who ran after me in Judea, for 
these have taken up a cross; they have refused 
to weave their sorrows into a strand to put around 
the neck of slaves.” It was such a real epoch of 
a croas, that all the sects which pretend to exclu- 
sive property of that symbol forgot to quarrel 
about it, and ran together into fraternal worship 
at its foot. Mr. Lincoln said at Gettysburg :— 
**We here highly resolve that the dead shall not 
have died in vain.’ But unless we embrace the 
religion which inspired these dead men to iilus- 
trate more than valor aud resolution, and which 
went ranking all creeds, under one uniform, 
shoulder to shoulder, and levelling their steel 
against injustice in the front, and moving on its 
works incessantly, like a climate which persists 
and cannot be abolished, the dead will have died 
in vain. 

Let us collect and preserve a few of the per- 
sonal traits of the American soldier. They all 
seem to be bone and muscle of his personal relig- 
ion. The French soldier is more gay and in- 
ventive of jests at scars. A young Lyonnaise 
soldier wrote thus to his mother after the battle 
of Solfecino:— 

“My dear mother, I am yet living, very living, 
and ben vivant. Only Lam not complet like an 
omnibus when it rains."” [Comp/et is the sign put 
out by the conductor to noufy that the omnibus 
is tuil.] “The regimental surgeon has just cut 
off my leg. I was accustomed to have it, and 
the separation has been severe. 
major to console me says that I shall now have a 
leg made to put a stop to that. Rejoice, my dear 
mother, in vour luck, for my wooden leg will 
keep me at home, your dear partner at piquet. 
dloki—there’s a tear on the paper; it is not a tear 


I ventured to deny or 
assertions, sire often = — 
ie 
‘ alternati mehow thus: 
Townsend pats bis God; if you deny 


Of course th's will never do for argument, 
goud ‘‘clap trap” for the catch- 
Mr. Alger was necessarily su- | 
to Mr. Townsend’s points a& 


She has earnestness of 
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provised with it more 


ever repaired. 


of Concord, and 





comrades. 
them equal to it. 


oaths that they shall never touch the ground. 


orous body of officers. 


tion of the private. 
his commission till a better one appeared. 


before he came. 


damping every cartridge. 





| doubts by the prospect of death. 


Uncle Sam’s head man. 


and signa! station. 
spected all the posts of liberty. 
ica. 


country. 


fever, and speechless. 


” | from an old song :— 
‘*Not a sigh shall tell my story, 
Silent death shall be my glory.’’ 


been floated into fame. 


teyer love of flowers. 


able record. 


obdurate. When, at Auanta, 


bread for 4,000,000 men. 


pared the way of the Lord. 


rious bitterness of these recollections ? 


them to expect. 
their expectation. 


our dead. 


UNION COURSE LECTURE. 


ple, whom they consider upstarts. 


A 








peculiarities in a humorous manner. 
minutes of his lecture were 


inent featuree of the Chinese religion. 





consequences of their being disturbed. 
a religion which allied them to the dead, they 
long since ceased to be an inventive people, and 
| became only imitators. 


| teacups made in China in the bottom of which 


China, ‘Puta sprig of tea in here.” 
| received the cups each one had written in the 
| bottom, “Puta sprig of tea in here.”’ The Chi- 
; nese as a people are industrious, patient, plod- 
| ding and peacetul. As house-servants they are 
| unequalled. The Chinese have nothing but 
| friendly feelings for America, which nation was 
| to be the one to vitalize the ancient nation. The 


latter part of the lecture was devoted to the Chi- 


| nese question in this country, and his treatment 
| of it was strong, manly and generous. 








PARKER FRATERNITY LECTURE. 


In the three fold sense of austerity, unselfish- 


ness and enthusiasm, clear grit, as he wanted to | 


| speak of it, was ‘‘the best I. am’’ blossoming into 
| “the best I can do”’ as naturally as the rose blooms 
| or the bird sings. It was that sterling manhood 
| orsterling womanhood that is always true to truth, 
, whatever the circumstances or conditions may be 
| by which it may be surrounded. A diamond was 
‘a diamond, whether it appeared on the brow of an 
| emperor, or was hidden in the recesses of the 
}earth. Clear grit was that noble hardness of grain 
| in a man or woman that could never give way ex- 
| cept in a true passion and for a true reason. 


j was the power to walk barefooted over the flints 
My sergeant- | that lie along the right line, rather than to go | and, besides their own party representation of 


| through green pastures and by still waters that 
deflected trom it. It also consisted in the power 
to say “No!” when required, and in a downright 

, steadfastness of purpose. It this, then, be the 

| standard that should be set up, there was a great 


roblem. Bat these volunteers carried into the 
feta high thinking from their low living, and im- 
bridges across the desper- 
ate breaks where retreating treason had broken 
down the country’s conscience, than their hands 


Mr. Weiss gave a sketch of Captain Prescott 
paid an exquisite tribute to his 
moral greatness, and the sweetness with which he | poe 
passed into history. It was the distinction of all 
the better class of volunteers that they bore, not 
only the brunt of fighting and the lassitude of de- 
feat, but all the infirmity and scepticism of their 
And their moral power alone made 
The best men were centers of 
conscience, planted like flags that have soneet 
n 
other lands the nerve of standing armies, that 
which alone makes them trustworthy in war, and 
harmless in peace, is an immovably true and val- 
But the trustworthiness 
which volunteered for us was not desiynated alone | 
| by shoulder-straps; it was a conspicuous distinc- 
The instinct of the soldier 
filled the gaps where incompetency fell and dis- 
appeared. He stepped into the place, and _—— j 

e 
secured to nature time enough to grow her 
General, and fought it out on that line three years 


The first campaign went on with treason and rav- 
in fastened to the throat of the country, incompeten- 
| cy and inexperience hugging every limb, unguard- 
ed expenditure and waste the impudent camp- 
followers of every regiment, and indefinite policy 
Into this border-land 
the common soldier built his road, at one end of} 
it a hearthstone that flickered more tremulously 
| than ever with endeared life breaths, at the other 
| —he could nut see the headboard at Andersonville 

and Salisbury at the other end, with the road 
| thither blazed by the sharpedge of war. We have 

forgotten the weeks and months of popular depres- 

sion, when our fate lay in the hands of these men 
| at the front, who rallied instantly at the approach 
| of genuine danger and were disinfected of their 
And when the 
| country sprung from a positively supine and dis- 

mantled condition into an attitude of vigor, she 
| owed it all to comnion talent and invention; the 
soldiers were not machines, but every private was 
If you would have 
measured the manly sincerity which those years 
of trial brought out of the bosom of the people, 
you would have had to sail with every steamer 
and to march with every corps, computing your 
steps by thousands of miles of sea and land, not 
to return till you had visited every picket guard 
Your journey would lie 
through the hearts of the men before you had in- 
You should have 
been blood itself to travel through the new Amer- 
Depth of conviction, tenderness of feeling, 
trust in God, newness of liie—that was your 


Mr. Weiss quoted freely from the unpublished 
experiences of a hospital nurse, and gave some of 
his own—stories of heroism and touching tender 
sweetness—difficult to be surpassed by any one’s. 
We quote one only :—A soldier, known enly by 
the initials “T. D.,”’ was brought in, far gone in 
In his pocket were found 
ared morocco Testament, and a poor little note- 
book half soaked through with rain er swamp- 
damp, in which a few wandering pencil-notes 
were still legible, and this little couplet altered 


I will match that last line, said Mr. Weiss, against 
the lines on whose simple feeling great poets have 


Mr. Weiss spoke of the personal traits of the 
soldiers, their elasticity, cheerfulness, and their candidates. 
Flowers will never grow 

next spring as generous with red as they were 
with their blood, nor any as white as their honor- 
Their gayety was never cynical and 
letters arrived 
from wives and sisters who were starving UPON | cojoce three in thei 
the neglected tarms, and urged the men to return, 
they, knowing in many cases the destitution of | 
their relatives, turned aside to read, that no eye | 
might see what dropped trom theirs; then slung | 
the knapsack again to help Sherman conquer daily | 
The pith of all these | 
various characteristics of talent, temper and 
moral feeling, wus religious; and the true church 
of tie country was detailed from all the meeting- 
houses, went into the wilderness and lived four j4q 
years under tents, where each creed was allowed | 
but its miniasam of baggage, and the soul, re- 
duced to marching rations, prophesied aud pre- 


e What shall we exact as the ransom of the glo- 
That the 
flag shall wave over a completed freedom, such as 
the natural religion of the soldiers’ heart inspired | 
They must not be baulked of; 

‘‘Wherever the army goes,’ 
said Dwight, “there springs up emancipation.’ 
But that is a plant without a blossom, and prom- 
ise of no fruit tll every prejudice has been 
drowned in the memory of the soldiers’ blood, 
and perfect equality and opportunity range the 
poorest and most proscribed man in the country 
by the side of her true interests, and we all step 
together over the graves of our heroes, to the} 


strains of moral union, to take possession of the | jothods into its schools of higher grades than 


does ours, and never was a better opportunity | 
We 


future, ill not one rebel is left to think meanly of. 


to -the antiquity of the nation, alluding to the | 
fact that porcelain of Chinese manufacture has 
been found in the ancient pyramids of Thebes. 
He mentioned some of the more prominent pe- 
culiarities of the Chinese—in the romantic names 
of their hotels, their fundness for puppies, kit- 
tens and other novel articles of food, tie com- 
pression of the feet by the ladies, and other 
things, contrasting them with some American 
few 
devoted to Con- 
fucius and his doctrines, and to the prom- 
He at- 
tributed much of the conservatism vf the na- 
tion and their aversion to the immigration of fur- 
eigners to the reverence which they have for 
their dead and their superstitions in regard to the 
Adopting 


He illustrated this by an 
/ anecdote of a New York lady who wanted some 


should be a picture of a sprig of tea, and wrote 
in the bottom of the sample cup she sent to 
When she 


men. 


ears. 


under the heads they had named in the outset 
beginning with the austerity of clear grit. 


ican life. 


rule amounted to little. 


hain Lincoln, and others. 


his scientific researches. 


shield between the nation and its destroyers. 





in the management of the schools of Boston. 
years, died suddenly. 
his successor. 


from outside the ranks of the sub-masters. 


upon the school committee. 


lish High school. 





teacher upon the board was defeated by a vote 
of two to one. 


| tised for candidates to fill it. 


| the examination. 


sub-master was not of the number. 


failed. 
| however. as a fourth candidate. 
fore 


| more industriously than ever. 


; sought for but a single complimentary vote. 


,| Mature consideration thereafter. 


was chosen by just one majority. 


above mediocrity. 





| the infusion of new life, new ideas, and new 


offered to begin the work than this one. 


 Derietan Coflin ote “The Chinese.” have complacently hugged to ourselves the idea 
that we were in advance in the matter of educa- 


tion, simply because we knew we ought to be. 
Such is not the fact. Boston is far behind Phila- 


Mr. Coffin began by an allusion to the comple- | delphia, and this is not the only city with which 
tion of the Pacific Railroad and the establishment | those intelligent on the subject would hesitate to 
ot a line of steamships across the Pacific Ocean, 
claiming that these facts made the Chinese ques- 
tion one of the greatest’ questions of the tuture. 
He took his audience immediately, in imagination, 
to China, and contrasted the people of that coun- 
try with Americans, referring to the small esti- 
mation which the Chinese have of our own peo- 
He referred | tion that it must cause is ended. — Boston cor. 


| compare her. Routine and mediocrity have stood 
lin the way of her progress to an extent which 
| comparatively few of her people realize. More 
| of them will hereafter. I lock to see attention 
| called to this subject, and have faith to believe 
| that this very wrong that has been done her will 
| bear fruit in more than one way before the agita- 


Hartford Courant. 


The election of Mr. Cumston as head of the 
English High School in Boston practically closes 
the two highest schools of the city against the 


Cumston, though a very different man from Mr. 
Gardner, is like him wedded to the old way of do- 
ing everything, and seems to be by no means in 
sympathy with the expanded view of education 
which has become the prevalentone. The result 
of the ballot for the mastership shows that the 
Boston school committee, like larger and more 
powerful bodies, may be controlled by skillful 
log-rolling, and the use of side issues; and this 
fact, and some other defects in the committee as 
now constituted, will probably lead to many 
changes at the city election next month. Proba- 
bly many of the votes thrown for the successful 
candidate were given him out of good-nature, and 
because he had been so long ateacher in the 
school. Important offices, of course, ought never 
to be given in this way, but they often are; and 
perhaps some such affair was needed to show 
Boston how unwieldy and ineflicient its school sys- 
tem in some respects is.—Sprinqsield Republican. 
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The Municipal Affairs of Boston. 

The extravagance of. the City government was 
'a good deal talked of, in the press and among the 
people, in the summer and early autumn months, 





engage in the work of reform at the next munici- 
pal election. Now that that time is so near at 
hand, we trust their good resolutions have not 
evaporated. There is work for all good citizens 
; to pertorm in the purification and reform of the 
|expenditures at the City Hall. The state of 
| things there is a peculiar one. Though none of 
| the officials chosen by the people, from the Mayor 
‘down, were chosen pn non-partisan tickets, yet 
‘the comhination of candidates that were elected is 
| such that no party can fairly be held responsible 
for the present City government. The Demo- 
crats come nearest tu it, for they have the Mayor, 


| Aldermen, the Republican members in the Board 
were several of them chosen by their votes; yet 
while these last continue to style themselves Re- 
publicans, Democrats will refuse to take respon- 


ot Segre. but of gladness at the thouglt of em- deal that was talse and base which usurped the | gipility for their action. The government is not 
Ou - 


This is the Gallic vein of lightness. Ever 


since Mareschal Saxe said that battles were not | and attractiveness that made it resemble the real 2On-partisan, either. 


gained with the hands but with the feet, they are 
the childrea who warch, bantering Providence on 
a full or empty stomach, but requiring trequent 
rations of victury to sustain their temper. But 
the American mechanic can be matched nowhere 


| name of true grit. 
baseness, oftentimes, a certain quality of worth 


article. The Satan of Milton was in form and 
' mien an angel stiil, and men like Aaron Burr and 
| Lord Byron have mede actual the suggestion that 
| there was nothing so near like a splendid angel 
}asasplendiidevil. As another specimen of false 


Yet there was in the grit of 


a Democratic one; it is not Republican; it is not 
It isa government in which 
the control and responsibility is divided between 
the two parties, but in which the Democrats have 
unfortunately been allowed to select the men from 
the Republican ranks which constitute the Repub- 


‘ 


on earth for absolute superiority to circumstance. grit, the lecturer instanced the character of Becky lican majority, whether real or nominal, in the 


Self respect has enjoyed centuries of municipal 
training, and understands the advantage of work- 
ing for acommonwealth. Other nations have tra- 
diuons of system that encumber their attempts 
to adjust themeelves with unexpected exigencies. 
But we are pi hampered by an old chest ot tools ; 
if we capno: flad one of them that is competent 


| Sharp, in Thackeray's novel of ‘Vanity Fair,” 


' and compared it with the clear, honest, simple- 
hearted grit of Major Dobbin, her antipode in the’ i 
He also further illustrated this idea by state of things as could exist. 
com paring the true and talse grit to Iron, which fer an avowedly non-partisan administration, or 


one in sympathy with their own political views, | 


work. 





| under conditions is transformed either into steel 
or into slag. Clear grit could never debase a man 


Board ot Aldermen and Common Concil. 
There are men who think this is about as bada 
They greatly pre- 


to make just the stroke, or sink the groove that | in character or tendency, and if it produced such | but hold that even a partisan administration un- 


we need, something is improvised tu suive the 


a result was the slag and not the steel. 








der the control of their opponents is better than 


As personal examples of the true and false 
kinds of grit Mr. Collyer mentioned Cromwell 
and Rupert, Wendell Phillips and Andrew John- 
son, John Bright and the meanest peer in Eng- 
land. The man who concerned himself only for 
“No. 1” could never possees the real grit, and 
though he might pass for such, would finally 
break down and be found false in the end. The 
t Burns, he thought, possessed the true quali- 
ty, for notwithstanding his personal infirmities he 
possessed a deep and earnest love for his fellow- 
There was in that song of his, ‘‘I care for 
naebody, and naebody cares for me,” an awful 
truth, which will make it always terrible in men’s 


Mr. Collyer next proceeded to treat his subject 
While he is not a safe or desirable man for the city. Do) the actual strength of the S. O. L. organization 
H : 

on this branch of his topic ne told several perti- | to have been about 6000 votes, instead of the 40, 
nent anecdotes illustrative of the idea he sought 
to impart, and endeavored to show that the pre- 
vailing desire for wealth and ease was one of the 
worst and niost debilitating features of our Amer- 
The greater percentage of men of em- 
inence ard worth he found to be those who had 
risen through their own unaided exertions, and 
often having hardships and discouragements. 
The rich men of the great cities especially were 
those who first entered them with the traditional 
hajt-dolar in their pocket and all their worldly 
guods tied up in a bandanna handkerchief. Men 
who have their places in life all prepared, and 
lounge in them when they become of age, as a 
As instanceg Of persons 
ot this austere quality of grit, the speaker present- 
ed Sidney Smith, William Cullen Bryant, Abra- 
The second branch of 
the discourse, treating the unselfisliness of grit, was 
next considered, and a good example of a person 
of this kind the speaker tound in the great chemist 
Faraday, who gave up personal emolument for 
the sake of benefiting the world at large through 
The concluding por- 
tion of the lecture was upon the enthusiasm of 
clear grit, and was most instructive and eloquent. 
The best example of this kind of grit Mr. Collyer 
found in our ‘‘boys in blue,” who forsook all the 
endearments of home to go forth to battle for jus- 
tice and liberty, and interpose their bodies as a 


The English High School Mastership. 

There has just been an occurrence here which 
is not indicative of the most enlightened policy 
In 
August last, Thomas Sherwin, who had been 
master of the English High school for almost forty 
Almost immediately a 
movement was set on foot among some of the 
masters of the schvols of the city to designate 
It was basedon the effort—which 
was avowed—to establish the principle of promo- 
tion in the schools, aud to exclude all competition 
There 
were organizations and meetings to this end; 
what amounted virtually to a ring was formed, 
and electioneering tactics were brought to bear 
Se successful was 
this in another direction, that all teachers from 
other cities were prevented from applying, and 
when the time came to choose the new teacher, 
the school board found but one candidate present- 
ed, and he the next master in order in the Eng- 
It appearing upon inquiry that 
this teacher was not acceptable either to the 
chairman of the High School local committee or 
the Superintendent of Schools of the city, discus- 
sion was had, the views of some members were 
strongly stated, and the attempt to foist this 


In place of electing, the board 
threw the place open to competition, and adver- 
This brought many 
Out of these a sub committee se- 
| lected five (one of whom was the sub-master, the 
| ring’s candidate), and arranged for an examina- 
‘tion from a series of twenty-seven questions. 
| Thirty-one members of the committee came to 
Out of the five, they voted to 
r order of merit as shown in 
| the examination, to present to the board. When 
the vote was taken on them, it was found that the 
Indeed, it 
was admitted that, while the three candidates 
chosen had shown signal ability and intelligence 
in their profession, the sub master had as signally 
Out of courtesy, he was sent to the board, 
In the interim be- 
the bourd’s assembling, notwithstanding what | 
happened, the canvassing went on tor him 
Men were held to 
| pledges given before the examination was had, 
| their good nature was appealed to, they were be- 
A 
' motion to proceed to ballot was quickly made and 
| hurried through before opportunity could be had 
| for discussing the merits of candidates, and with 
the impression on many minds that there would 
,| be no choice, and time would be afforded for mure 
It appeared 
when the ballot was declared that the sub-master 
The result is 
that Boston, which might have had the most em- 
inent talent for this important position, has elect- 
ed a man whom the highest estimate will not place 
It is deeply to regretted. 
There is no city in the Union that needs more 


hope of any immediate improvement therein. Mr. | 


Rev. Robert Collyer ean “Clear Grit.” and men of all parties professed a disposition to | 


them. But they hold that this practice of one plurality over Adams 23,371. The aggregate vote 
party’s selecting the candidates from another and | shows a marked falling off from last year, when 


electing them is demoralizing in every aspect. | the total was 195,384, and Claflin’s majority over 


they say, is a Republican who sought his place was on the S. O. L. (free rum) ticket with Mr. 
through Democratic votes. These votes, it is Adams's, received 80,237 votes, or 6181 more 
fair to assume, came to him under pledges, or than Gov. Claflin, while S. O. Lamb, the Demo- 
from a knowledge of his character which an-| cratic candidate for Lieutenant-Governor, re- 
swered in the place of pledges; and in either case ceived 5915 votes less than Mr. Adams, showing 


they reason unfairly in this? 

Then, too, there is strong ground to fear that 000 which they boasted before election. George 
such a ian belongs to another class — a class _M. Brooks has 4525 majority over Leverett Sal- 
which is increasing of late alarmingly :mong us— | tonstall in the seventh Congressional district in a 
we mean that class that Joes not desire economy | total of 13,093 votea. The full vote is as follows: 











gard politics. They care nothing about them. 
They have ends of their own to serve, and to 
these their attention is exclusively devoted. 
They vote for men who will carry them out. | 
Republicans who go seeking Democratic votes 
are just the kind of men, as a rule, that they can 
best use in office. Their votes and influence 
turn the scale for these, and in return they claim 
their service. A large share of extravagance, 
we are convinced, comes from this source. 

We need a city government, next year, for 
which some party, or some union of parties, shall 
be responsible. The fusing of partisan tickets 
which has constituted the majority at the City 
Hall the past two years, has had anything but a 
salutary effect as regards the interests of the city. 
It has brought unprecedented extravagance there, 
and extravagance for which, neither party being 
responsible, neither party can be rebuked. The 
men who elected these governments are the only 
ones that have profited by them. They somehow 
hold the balance of power under the present state 
of affairs. But they are not sufficiently identified 
to be reached. They may go on and repeat their 
doings this year, if something be not done to con- 
trol them. This is, in our judgment, the worst 
possible result that could happen. Even a strict- 
ly Democratic triumph would be better, for that 
in all probability creates a rediction next year. 

Two courses are open to the Ward and City 
Convention. The one is to give us a non-parti- 
san ticket, selecting the best men from all par- 
ties, with the understanding that reform is the 
watchword and politics are ignored altogether. By : ; 
The other, to present the strongest possible Re- | political life at Washington speak of Judge Hoar 
publican list of candidates for Mayor and Alder- | ®8 having largely the confidence of President 
men, making the names on it a guaranty that this Grant, and it is deemned highly probable that he 
also means reform more than partisanship, and | indicates the views of the President as well as 
appeal to the people on it as, first of all, a reform his own, in this letter. Mr. Sumner, it is well 
ticket. Disclaim all responsibility for the present , known, promulgated similar sentiments a year 
government, and go into the canvass avowedly in #89 In fact, they have been shared by all the 
antagonism to its general policy. Then let the, more thoughtful men, intelligent on Politico-eco- 
property -holders, the business men, the tax-pay- | nomical topics, for a much tonger period; and with 
ers who now so greatly groan under assessments, Ore spirit on the part of Secretary McCulloch, 
the fruit of the non-responsibility system, be made and more confidence on the part of the business 


to understand jugt what this movement means commubpity in the administration of which he was 
’ 
and enlisted in it with a vigor such as has not | ® member, would have been carried out before 


been shown ina municipal election here of late, the present administration came into power. 


years. The people are ripe and ready for such What was at first th ught expedient, is now ap- 
an operation. Weare of opinion that they will Parently becoming inevitable. The Supreme 
respond with alacrity and effect to either of the, Court may at any time decide the legal tender 
programmes above indicated. | act unconstitutional, and, unless Congress takes 

means to bring us, by the speediest action consist- 
leu with safety, again to a specie basis, we may 


MINOR MATTERS. | thus suddenly reach it with a crash as severe as 


RerurninoG To Specie.—The feeling that has 
of late been gaining ground among business men, 
that more decided measures are to be taken the 
coming winter or spring towards the resumption 
of specie payments than at any time since the 


from Attorney-General Hvar tu ex-Congressman 
Spaulding, of Buffalo. 
evidently off-hand and impromptu in its charac- 


states the present position of affairs. 
says :— 


soon as active hostilities ceased; that we should 


as possible on the return of peace. I think we 
madea great mistake in not doing so; that the 
shortest method was the safest and best; that the 
only way to reach the object is by a steady and 
persistent contraction of the currency—a painful 


and worse fer us the longer it is delayed. I hope 
that Congress will address itself with courage and 
| constancy to the solution of the problem as soon 
as it meets; and will feel assured that the Ameri- 
can people have intelligence enough to support 
those who doit. i 
little importance to anybody, but, as an American 
citizen, | should be very sorry to find my coun- 
try unable and unwilling, in a time of peace and 
prosperity, to provide for its over-due paper. 











Brack Law 1n Iowa E1guteen YEARS AGo. ‘that which the worst fears have foreboded. Ev- 
Chapter Ixxii. of the laws passed no longer ago ‘erything now depends on the wisdom with which 
than 1851 by the Legislature of Iowa, (the now government meets the exigency. The drifting 
| glorious little State which has ratified the Fif- process that has continued for nearly six years 
| teenth Amendment, and just given 35,000 Repub- | cannot last much longer. Congress and the busi- 
' lican’ majority ,) provides as follows :— ness men of the country must both engage active- 
It shall be the duty of all township and county ly and in earnest in preparations for an early re- 
officers to notify all free negroes who may imumi- 
grate to this State, to leave the same within three 
days trom the time of said notice; and upon their 
' failure to do so, it shall be the duty of the consta- 
‘ble of the proper township, sheriff of the ceunty, 
| marshal or other police-officer of the town, to ar- 
rest such free negro, and take him or her before a 
| justice of the peace or county judge; and it shall 
be the duty of such justice or judge ta pa = | Epitor CommMunweattn :— You had some 
free negro the sum ot two dollars for each day he | a,.548 alout our success in the working: men’s 


| may remain in the State after such notice, and | . 
' costs of prosecution; and to commit such free ne- | movement, and some other journals were con- 
' gro to the jail of the county, or the nearest one temptuously indifferent to it. Fifteen thousand 


thereto, until such fine and costs are paid, or until’ yotes and twenty-six members of the Legislature 
| he will consent to leave the State, provided it ; Ge iain ss 
shall be ascertained that he or she is unable to pay , 97¢, YOU Must allow, @ very salisiactory answer 
' guch fine or costs. on our part. Indeed, what party ever did as well 
What progress has been made in this country, | at their first trial? This much, surely, we may 
‘ina few years, in the recognition of human rights! | claim, that our question is now fairly and fully 
| The late war sent the public sentiment of the na- | registered on the list of political issues. 
‘tion a whole century ahead. I am not going to complain of you, or your 
brothers of the press; on the contrary, I allow 
you had very fair grounds for your doubts. Old 
men tell of labor movements, almost as strong 
as ours, sold to corrupt parties. This year there 








country reach it under other than ruinous con- 
| ditions. 





COMMUNICATIONS. 
The “Labor Party.” 


Tue Great Rossrry.—The Boylston Bank | 
‘robbery furnishes the strongest sensation of a 
‘criminal character that we have had for several 
| months in Boston. The opinion is expressed that) yore far too many candidates taken in some 
the operators were old hands at their business. places (Worcester county, fur instance,) from the 
We see no special dexterity in their operations, pamocratic purty. 
however. They approached the bank on the J have heard of workir.gmen’s speeches, in the 
side that it was unguarded, and tiey met with not canvass, running over with most untrue, and, if 
the least obstruction in their excavations towards true unnecessary praise for the Democratic par- 
its vault, other than those which bricks and mor- ty. Some of our conventions haye been noisy 
tar furnished, which of course could not be re-| with mere abuse of capitalists—more have wasted 
garded as epecially formidable by anybody. Even days in discussing questions that we have, at 
their repeated midnight hammerings were allow- least now, nothing to do with—discussions which 
ed to pass without attention being called to them. | seemed only coquetry with the Democrats. No 





but we must insist that the burglars’ task was not | mon-sense workingmen themselves. But I as- 
a difficultone. Very likely banks will learn from .y re you this party is not got up for the purpose 
what they have accomplished that it is necessary | of selling out to anybody. It has some elements 
to guard more than one side of a safe. Some peo- in it which satisfy me that it never will sell out. | 
'ple pay pretty dear for this enlightenment. Those | 7 yj) pot ask room now to mention them. 
|individuals who have thus suffered will havea) 41) [ do wish to tell your readers is that there 
| large share of sympathy in the community. We! is one association in this city, connected with | 
/wish we could hold out hope to them as well; | this labor party, which grows out of common- | 
| but fear their only chance of reparation is in com- sense views, and has practicable objects. Itis the 
pounding felony with the rascals, which is wrong “Eight-Hour League,” containing some of the 
in itself and demoralizing in its effects upon the 4..+ minds, men and women, in the party. Its 
| community. | view is, that the first need of the workingman is 
leisure; more time for his body and his soul; time 
‘te read, think, look about him, and lift himself 
nearer, in culture and intelligence, to the level of 
his brother man, the capitalist. He needs it in 
order to fit himself to understand and discuss his 
own question, and participate in that “cooperation” 
to which Stuart Mill points as the solution of our 





Lectures oF THE Week. -- Mr. Weiss’s dis- 
‘course, Sunday evening, on the “American Sol- 
dier,” was one of the most stirring to nobler im- 
‘pulses to which we ever listened. Our cultured 
public scarcely know what they are losing by ab- 
sence from these finished productions. We give 
a sketch of the last delivered, made up by the 
| Advertiser trom the author's notes. “Carleton,” 
‘the well-known correspondent, otherwise Charles 
Carleton Coffin, talked in the Union course, Mon- 
day evening, on the Chinese, giving many inter- 


problem. f 


Hence we ask to have eight hours constitute a 

labor day. Then we claim evening schools, open 
‘libraries. public free lectures, ete. To press all 
‘esting peculiarities of that people, and advocating this on public attention, in the interval of the fe- 
a humane and just treatment of their representa- ver-fi's of political agitation, we have opened 
tives on this continent. On Tuesday evening, in .rooms at 14 Bromfield street. These we open — 
the Fraternity course, the genial and large-hearted every Friday evening for discussion and mutual 
Robert Collyer, wiio is more man than minister— ‘consultation. We invite all interested in a prac- 
though a good deal, mentally, morally and physi- | tical agitation of this question tu juin us. 

cally, of the latter—gave his “Clear Grit’’ lecture | Yours, for the cause, 

to a large and much pleased audience. Eceasor D. Rock woop. 


| 


Wednes- | 
, day evening, “the Fat Contributor,” Mr. A. Miner 
Griswold, held forth in the Lyceum coyirse, on 
“Injun Meal,’ a humorous and grotesque lecture, 
‘designed to provoke continual merriment, and 
quite successful in that direction. On Thursday, 
Rev. W. H. Milburn lectured at the Temple on 
“What a Blind Man saw in Paris,’’ and Dr. 
Isaac I. Hayes, at Music Hall, on “The Arctic 
Region,” —both descriptive narratives, not wholly 
original in infurmation, but sufficiently entertain- 
ing to gratify tair-sized audiences. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
From Washington. 
SPECIAL TO THE COMMONWEALTH. 
Wasninctos, Nov. 24, 1859. 
GEN. LEE SHOWS HIS FACE IN WASHINGTON. 
At the new Art Gallery and picture-frame es- 
tablishment on F street, a few doors east of the 
Evbitt House, in this city, a full length, lite size 
painting of Gen. Robert E Lee has within a tew 
days been placed on exhibition. It represents the 
ex-rebel chief in citizen's costume, but with his 
military hat, sash and sword on a table at his side. 
It has been visited by considerable numbers, 


Tae Orriciat Evection Ficures.—The full 
official vote for Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 
‘ &c., at the recent election in this State is pub 


The worst kind of a legislator in municipal affairs,| Adams 69,100. Lieut.-Gov. Tucker, whose name 


war, has been materially strexgthened by a letter | 
This letter, while it is 


ter, and does not undertake to throw new light on 
the subject, is yet admirable in the way that it | 
Mr. Hoar | 


I am one of those who believed that it was the | 
interest as well as the duty of the nation to return 
at once to the true and solid standard of value as 


| have treated the currency as we did our armies— | 
regarding the volunteers and the greenbacks alike 
as necessities of war, to be dispensed with as fast 


process whenever it comes, no doubt, but harder | att 
be peculiarly gratifying to the people of your 


| State, for besides being the first M assachusetts 


My views on the subject are of 


Those informed as regards the inner circle of 


i 


| count of the fashionable wedding at the Back Bay 


We don’t say that any one was to blame for this, | ; fi ' poe : 2 oe 
e y y | one sees the defects more clearly than the com: oyu roh, in W ednesday’s issue, is suspected to be 























things as they now are. They do not impeach | lished, and shows a total of 138,510 votes, of | drawn-thither by editorial (or solicited Jead-head) | i . 
the character of all those Republicans at the City | which Gov. Claflin received 74,106, John Quincy | notices of it as a superior work of art. I don’t , bune, by a jealous husband, in New York, is a das- 
Hall who were elected by Democratic votes. | Adams 50,735, and Edward M. Chamberlin 13,- | pretend to be a connoisseur in such matters; but | tardly act, no matter what may have been its 


Doubtless there are able and faithful men among | 567. Claflin’s clear majority is 9804, and his | it doesn’t “‘strike’’ me as a very elegant picture, ; provocation. It is time the law intervened heav- 
| though, having never seen the original, I cannot | ily to punish deeds of what is deemed wild justice 


pronounce upon its faithfulness or unfaithfulness in community, unless we are prepared to see 80- 
| asa likeness. Perhaps it wasina bad light when | ciety lapse into barbarism ; but the assassin makes 
Its original was in a bad light before | his murderous assault, in this case, still more to 
the country for some time. Near it is a very life- be reprobated from the qualities of meanness and 


I saw it. 


| like portrait, though slightly flattered, of Gener: 


Sherman. 
MR. KENDALL’S WILL. 


Among other bequests of the last testament 


of the late Hon. Amos Kendall, just publicly made 


of extreme embarrassment.” An evidence 


appreciative thoughtfulness, rendering sweetly Wisk: C ieadientien 
a » da ® 


| high position. 


day. 


| started fur the purpose of ousting the subject 
them trom office. 


lar discredit of Washington. 
against the naughty actions, if they are comm 
ted. 


out,” ought to be looked after. 
THE VACANT SUPREME JUDGESHIP. 


of the United States Supreme Court. This w 


man so honored since the days of Judge Sto 


clothing with the ermine again in a higher gra 
the man whom Gov. Bullock overslaughed. 
LEVERETT. 





- BRIEF NOTES. 


capital men for the position. 


reports of his sernions! 

The young lady who has been the efficient e 
grossing clerk of the Kansas House of Represent 
tives is said to have encumbered herself with tt 
support of a husband. 


tian Examiner and Monthly Unitarian Journal. I 
title will be Old and New. 





been lost—novels, probably, and, as such, not 
very deadly loss. 


support of the same side. 


—funeral expeases by us.” 


Rev. E. E. Hale has not a high opinion of tracts. 
He thinks it is with them very much as it was) pe an extraordinary work of art, and its maker 
with the seed by the wayside in the parable they | 
| get their name from — they never come to any- 


| 


| thing, for the devil gets the most of them. 


John G. Saxe presented an old joke in a clever 
form at a Western hotel last week. Attempt- 


| 
| new 


[am not sufficiently informed 
| fn the premises to pronounce a decided opinion. 
These scandals should not be quoted to the particu- 
The law here is all 
it- | Chairman of Executive Committee. 
So it is vir‘uous and consistent enough to de- | 
nounce here the dvings of the Mormons in Utah, 
because they attempt to justify them by law! 
And besides, they who violate the eleventh com- 
wandment, which says, “Qhou shall not get found 


It seems to be generally conceded that Attor- 
ney-General Hoar will be appointed to the bench 


(who ought to have been made the Chief Justice, 
instead of Taney), there is poetic justice in thus 


We guess the next Mayor will be either Sam- 
uel €. Cobb or Frederick W. Lincoln, Jr.,—both 


Rev. Mr. Hepworth has written a letter to the 
New York Hera/d, thanking its editor for printing 


tarian monthly magazine, formed out of the Chris- | 


Mr. Justin Winsor, our excellent city librarian, 
makes the gratifying statement tliat on a circula- 
tion of twenty thousand books, only twenty have 


Henry Ward Beecher comes out in favor of the | 
exclusion of the reading of the Bible from schools; lee 
so does the New York Tribune ; and the New | He says it is a recumbent statue cut out of gyp- 


York .Vation brings its ponderous prolixity to the 


A Leavenworth editor in quest of special at- 

: Shek | tracti fe i rs, ‘* yew 

| saiw. 40: deuce: Miike thie howe 36 tee the | ac ons or hie paper, says, What we want for 
this coluinn is personalities, as mean as possible. | 


Expense of libel suits to be defrayed by the writer | 


al , cowardice which accompanied it. 


The Woman Suffrage Convention at Cleveland 
| of which we gave notice some time since, has come 
together in that city this week. Among the del- 
: “© egates from New England present, ate Mrs. Julia 
known, is the sum of $3000 to his nephew, “in Ward Howe, Mra. C. M. Severance, W. L. Gar- 
token of gratitude fur placing all his pecuniary , rison, T. W. Higginson, A. B. Alcott, F. B. San- 
means at the disposal” of the deceased “‘at a time born, ete. 


of 


of 


and prudent management in the affairs of the city. e a seri oe ae. Chamberlin. Scat. savory the memory of the great politivian, who ‘hn Seisiaetire ae ene tu Oe teal 
‘i arnstable. ....-0... é 9 a ee Mapa 
Do men think sufficiently of and realize the power Rerkshire.... 35828258 176 g. | hae wow. gone: wiene gradients se: entewmed Cae OF a ersistency with which the Winthrop site 
; a . j hat tl Bristol. ........002.- 6900 - 2088 573 18 the virtues, and in all probability counts for some- | P ¥ 
of this class? If they are not conscious thatthere jy inn 387 él 1 thing: peactinally: tac favor of. les. pneneseste.. Ie is pressed for an insane hospital by the directors 
i i pep MAGN sin ecn'sctdey D5 98 3007 5 section ieee’ Sos ECR : 
are hundreds of voters in Boston who are interest aeex..- excess eta poe os war a SEU BOT PRPTG fa tight place f Public institutions looks very much as though 
ed to bring about a policy on the part of the city frampder = | (S15 P. | isn’t everybody who is helped out of a tight place y's : a: 
that shall not be economical, they ought to be | Hampshire.......... 3205 1398 "2 1 who evinces this trait in a very marked or sub- enmebody's jobs were in danger. Hasn't East 
ee “| Middlesex........ 14645 10299 2072 BE ashi is Boston and all beyond been expensive enough 
And, if we should say that the influence of these | Nantucket.......... 34 43 stantial manner. set for Bast itl aoe tle h tl t 
: i | Norfolk............. 5138 3889 1772 22 | ALLEGED MORAL DELINQUENCIES IN orFictaL >¢t [OF Boston, without going through them to & 
has been sufficient to turn the scale for the last | 3°’ ate i AS vt. LLEGE J NQUED : Koa F ; : : oe 
1 hould be wide of | Seah Poe aS a Fe nan = o CIRCLES. bleak headland for a charitable institution? But 
nici ions, we should not be wide of | Suffolk.............. 872 30 549 6 | : 2 a 
OIE trea Bh thus act utterly disre- | Worcester .......... 1515121 2788 9 The pure and healthful air of the natfonal cap- €X: Alderman Cob» and the doctors have knocked 
: ; Votelios ceed 74,106 50,735. «13,587 102. ital has been stirred for a few days past by flying the underpinning from the Winthrop edifice, and 


/ rumors of alleged immoralities among certain; the former given a new proof of his merit as a 
government officials, one of them vf considerably candidate for Mayor. 
One of them, it is stated, (I can- 


| 





By order of the Committee, 
; A. Brarset, Doorkeeper. 
0 


Sth, at half-past seven. 
trance, and through the Meienaon ante-room. 
Tueopore Parker, 


Hay ti. 
ill 
sentiment. 


ry black representative. 


le 


| , . : : 
pensation for their service. 


from week to week in our columns. 


President Burns, of the Simpson Centenary 
| College, Iowa, ina letter to the College Courant, 
says: “During the last four years I have seen'the 


n- 
a- 


‘€ | most intricate problems of algebra, analytical ge- 


| ometry, the calculus and astronomy thoroughly 
Rev. E. E. Hale is to edit a new popular Uni- mastered by the ladies. I have seen ladies con- 
strue and scan the most diflicult parts in the plays 


ts of Euripides and Sophocles, and dispose of stro- 
phe and antistrophe as readily as their masculine 
classmates. The same is true of every other de- 
partment. And to-day, if I were asked to name 
the best classical or mathematical scholars I have 
met in the West, I would be compelled to name 
ladies.”’ 

Dr. Boynton, the geologist, has made a decided 
attack upon the genuineness of the Cardiff giant. 





sum, and that such is the action of water upon 
| this species of deposit, that the statue could not 
| have been where it is found more than two or 
‘three years, without showing greater marks of 
| disintegration. He thinks that he knows where it 
was quarried, and intimates a belief that the 
whole affair will be soon demonstrated to be a 
clever imposture. On the other hand, the sculp- 
tors Palmer and Brown pronounce the statue to 


great genius. 


The next 5th of March is the hundredth anni- 
versary of the Boston massacre, the event that 
more than any other inaugurated the Revolution. 
| That shot of British soldiery fired the American 
heart. It ought to be grandly kept. There is 


| ing in vain to carve a piece of beef, the wit laid only one man in the city that can make just the 


' down knife and fork, glanced around and said 


“Gentlemen, that’s an infringement on Good- | 


| year's pateni.” 


| thor of the Address of the State 


| of Zion’s ITerald,a dubious compliment in the pa 
| ternity thus given his production. 


| of the masses, whiskey is more plentiful than feod 
and the American flag does not wave.” 


| 
| Mr. Worthington, the able business manager of 


} 


| his hand at editorial and reportorial paragraphs 
| for that paper. ThH® glowing and elaborate ac 


| from his graphic pen. 


A restaurant, called ti:e ‘‘Cosmopolitan,”’ at 
White Pine, Oregon, adopts this unique and ir- | 
reverent method of advertising: “And Joseph 
| wept aloud, and he said unto his brethren: ‘I am 
And _his 


Joseph: doth my fatuer yet live?’ 
brethren answered him: ‘You bet; the old man is 
doing dully, for he boards at the Cosmopolitan.’ ’’ 
‘That limp and loose jointed pedestrian, the Trav- 
eller—whose acme of Christian civilization seems 
to be the closing of the Public Library on Sunday, 
whose perfection of human wisdom is the prohib- 
itory liquor-law, and whose model of mercantile 
integrity is Jim Fisk—is naturally the receptacle 
for all the articles defending the election of a 
fourth-rate teacher to the English High School. 


Col. Higginson writes a letter to the New York 


| Sun correcting a misrepresentation in regard to | 


the social status of officers of colored troops. He 
says they were treated with courtesy by the other 
troops, and that the »pposition to colored soldiers 
was much less among the troops than among 
Northern civilians. He testifies that not only did 
the colored troops fight nobly, but the white truops 
behaved gentlemanly. 

Our Washington correspondent, elsewhere, 
mentions a rumor that Speaker Blaine is a Roman 


Catholic. A gentleman from the State of Maine 


in Augusta. The rumor probably sprung from the 
fact that he is of Roman Catholic parentage, and 
has a brother (Mr. R. G Blaine, clerk in one of 
the departments) who is a Roman Catholic. | 


Thomas Ball's statue of Gov. Andrew, at Flor. | 
ence, is pointed and ready for the finisher. | 
Meanwhile, Mr. Milmore, Ball’s pupil, who failed 
to get his Andrew accepted, has the Shaw eques 
trian statue, the figures for the new postoffice 
building, a bust of Theodore Varker, with other 
work, in process of development. A granite sol- 
dier for North Brookfield, and Wilson and Bout- 
well in marble tor the State House, are in process | 

> 


‘of manipulation. 


liance just issued. The daily papers of the city | 
pay our excellent but impulsive friend, the editor 


Solon Robinson, the agricultural reporter of the 
Tribune, who has been down to Macon, Georgia, to | 
attend the State fair, epitomizes the local feeling 
| as follows: “florse-racing is the ruling sentiment 


| the Traveller, sometimes, though not often, tries 


. Tight oration. He is the perfect child of Warren 
“|and Sam Adams. Let the city celebrate it by a 
| parade and an oration at the Old State House, and 

let it invite Wendell Phillips to speak.—Zion’s 


Rev. Dr. Haven, not Rev. Dr. Miner, is the au- | /4¢7@/4: 
Temperance A\l- | 


If some one doesn’t start soon in the direction 
‘above indicated, William C. Nell, Esq., who for 
| twenty years has maintained an annual celebra- 
| tion, will make his own arrangements for a suita- 


| ble centennial. 

The peculiar style of conducting personal con- 
| troversies in vogue with the press at the South is 
| thus illustrated by a local paper of Mississippi in 
treating of a certain Judge Lovering:— 


His head is about as large as a coon’s, and re- 
>| cedes so rapidly from the root of his nose that if a 
stream of water were poured perpendicularly 
upon his brow, more of it would run off the back 
of his head than off his face. His organs of intel- 
lection, if he ever had any, have vacated, and 
| taken up their abode in the posterior part of his 
brairi, which makes the cerebellum «appear like a 
market basket hung to the back of his head. His 
teeth seem to be all gone, and his gums close up 
to keep his chin out of danger. His nose looks 
like the butt end of a blood beet, and his eyes 
look like auger-holes in a muskmelon rind. 





A writer in the Nution, comparing Vanderbilt 
and Fisk, pointedly says:— 

Though unlike, they cannot stand apart. They 
are both creatures of the same circumstances, both 
| products of the same soil. The sturdy yellow 
pine and the poisonous creeper both find their 
foothold in the same morass, both thrive by kill- 
ing whatever grows near them. But without the 
morass both are impossible. Out of the morass 
of reckless extravagance, of paper money and 
national debt, of public and private corruption, 
have grown these twin colossi of wealth and pow- 
er, who own millions of money, hundreds of 
| miles of railroad, several legislatures, governors 
land city administrations, numerous judges, sher- 
| iff’, and other paraphernalia to impress awe upon 

the unwary, and who dispose with more than im- 
| perial despotism of the lives, liberties and prop- 
jerty of a large portion of their fellow-citizens. 





he letters of Mrs. Calhoun to the 7'rihune, de- 
| scribing the progress of the late Colfax party 
|through the extreme West, are very racy speci- 

mens of composition. The Zines make some not 
‘ill-natured fun about them, however, saying that 
their author appears to be writing a continual al- 
legory of trans-continental progress, in which the 
| Vice-President is kaown as “‘Oratory,’’ and his 
lady as “The Mimic.” Sam Bowles is “The 
| Cynic,” his lady “Mater Dolorosa,’ etc. The 
economical advantage of travelling free of expense 


savs it isn’t so, but that, on the contrary, Mr. jis called by this correspondent “exuberant friend- 


Blaine is a member of a Congregationalist church | liness,”” which the Tunes thinks is a much neater 


phrase than ‘“deal-heading” or ‘‘running your 
face,’’ and more suitable to an officer so distin- 
guished as the Vice President. 

The suit against Gen. Butler, of which ac- 
counts are being given, is that of Rowena Flor- 
ence, niece of the late Gen. Twiggs, to recover 
articles of silver-ware and the three gold-hilted, 
jeweled swords presented to Gen. Twiggs by the 
United States government and the States of 
Georgia and Texas, for meritorious services ren- 
dered by him in the Mexican war. It will settle 
some slanderous questions. These swords, val- 
ved at 335,000 in gold, and the silver-ware Bnd 
table furniture, worth $2000 in gold, were seized 


eae - 
The shooting of A. D. Richardson, of the 7ri- 


The Beecher family is represented, 
and Lucy Stone, Mrs. Stanton, Miss Anthony, 
George W. Julian, and most of 


Talking of the old vro-slavery times in Boston, 
not say how truly) was the subject of consideration, brings out the following souvenirs of the activity 
if not discussion, at the Cabinet meeting yester- of the anti-slavery men :— 

Detectives are on the track of the origina- | 
tors of the stories in one case, and it is said they 

| have developed proof of the fact that they were 


Vivilance Committee.—The members of the Vig- 
ilance Committee are hereby notified to meet at 


Boston, June 7, 1854.-—There will bea meeting 
of the Vigilance Committee at the Meionaon, 
(Tremont Terple,) on Thursday evening. June 
Pass in by the office en- 


President Grant, in receiving Gen. Tate, a new- 
ly-accredited Haytien minister, the other day, 
very creditably alluded to (1s one of the results 
of our late great civil strife) the right of colored 
people to employment abroad as well as at home 
| in the public service, a right which has been ac- 

knowledged by the appointment of one of the 
proscribed race to represent the United States in 
He congratulated himself on having oc- 
casion to render homage to the change in public 
The secesh @ement of Washington 
was indignant at the President's welcome tu the 


The gentlemen of the School Committee who 
voted for Mr. Cumston for Master of the High 
School were treated by him after the election 

| with crumb and salad at the Parker House as com- 
The subordinate 
| teachers who went for rotation, and hence for 
Cumston, are not so well pleased that Mr. Howi- 
son was offered the position of senior mastership, 
and has accepted it. They have had their labor 
without any pay, save the crumb and salad afore- 
said. Meanwhile, what intelligent people think of 
the choice of the school committee may be read 
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